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e first Geek 


Well first off... Thank you! It feels pretty amazing to 
be the first ever cover for this amazing magazine. | 
had a huge smile on my face the whole day after | 
found out. Being able to express how much | love this 
genre and at the same time be publicly rewarded for 
it in a way is an amazing feeling. It’s easily one of my 
greatest accomplishments and something that | am 
super proud of. 


What do you think of the new Geek Fantasy Maga- 
zine? 


| think it’s fagulous. To see the direction of the maga- 
zine moving forward in such a fantastic way is great, 
and |’m just glad to be a part of the process. Love the 
logo and the t-shirts! | already ordered one! 


What is your secret geek fantasy? 


| have always had a huge crush on Rogue from 
X-men. For the longest time | wanted to dye my hair 
like hers. I’ve always thought she’s very sexy and | 
love bodysuits. 

Continued on page 41 
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COMIC CONS 


THE CON 


Comic-Cons or conventions for just comics, science fiction, movies, video games and animation have been going on since the 1960’s. Designed 
to house the greatest artists and their product of any of those respected genres, the “con” is now more than just a place for “geeks” to speak 
languages no one else understands. The Con is a place to share the lore, history, and development of incredible artists and creators and, of 
course, buy really cool and exclusive merchandise! It’s a place to meet the creators of your favorite stories, games and drawings and hear them 
talk about their inspiration. It’s a destination, a yearly event, for the fans to meet the artists in the biggest rooms in cities around the world and 
experience it in a super-saturated environment filled with hundreds and thousands of people that all have a similar obsession. It’s the ultimate 
cool and an event to plan for every year, and yes, even make a special “uniform” specifically to boast your favorite character. 


MARCH 


Ist TANOSHICON 14th- TEXAS VINTAGE TOY EXPO 
West Chester, PA 16th Lewisville, TX 
7th- WIZARD WORLD SACRAMENTO 15th- LONDON SUPER COMIC CON 
9th Sacramento, CA 16th London, UK 
7th- EPIC 21st- MEGACON 
9th El Paso, TX 23rd Orlando, FL 
8th- NEWCASTLE FILM & COMIC CON 28th- BRONY-FEST 
9th Newcastle upon Tyne, UK 30 Lewisville, TX 
8th RIVER CITY COMIC EXPO 24th- WIZARD WORLD LOUISVILLE HAVE WE MISSED SOMETHING? 
Little Rock, AR 30th Louisville, TX 
We have to admit that there are far 
13th- ALL-CON 28th- EMERALD CITY COMICON more Cons than we can possibly put 
16th Dallas, TX 30th Seattle, WA our fingers on, and thank goodness 
for that! But in the midst of creating 
14th-  TEXASCON 28th- ANIMATION CELEBRATION Eee i alae! 
: es avorite event. How could we? If you 
16th = Stephenville, TX 30th —_ Lewisville, TX RE ie nice cHoule lat an eent fonour 
readers to attend, please send us an 
14th- PLANET COMICON 29th CHI-FI email so we don’t miss any of the 
16th Kansas City, MO Chicago, IL action! And who knows, perhaps our 
readers and maybe even our staff 
14th- INDIANA COMIC CON 29th- OZ COMIC CON might visit your venuel 
16th Indianapolis, IN 30th Perth, Australia 
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SAN DIEG 


CON 
=". 


INTERNATIONAL 


JULY 24-27, 2014 
San Diego 
Convention Center 
111 W. Harbor Dr., 
San Diego, CA 92101 


The San Diego Comic Con is 
arguably the year’s go-to Con- 
vention. It’s totally massive and 
involves more than just this Con- 
vention. They also put on Wonder- 
con a few months earlier in April 
and APE (Alternative Press Expo) 
in October. 


Their official website gives you 
all the details on what is going on 
as well as the special guests who 
will be featured at this year’s con! 
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SAN DIEGO COMIC CON PREVIEW 


The Short List of special guests who will be attending the event: 


Graham Nolan - Arist 
Jimmy Palmiotti - Writer 
Benoit Peeters - Writer 
Don Rosa - Cartoonist 
Jim Rugg - Artist/IIlustrator 
Francois Schuiten - Artist 
Scott Snyder - Writer 
Fiona Staples - Artist 
Gene Luen Yang - Writer/Artist 


Amanda Conner - Artist 
Eleanor Davis - Cartoonist/IIlustrator 
Jane Espenson - Writer/Producer 
Raymond E. Feist - Author 
Drew Friedman - Illustrator 
Michael T. Gilbert - Writer/Artist 
Willie Ito - Animator/Cartoonist 
Caitlin R. Kiernan, - Author 
Lucy Knisley - Writer/Artist 
David Lasky - Arist 


For More Information about Special Guests and Events, visit: Comic-Con.org 


This unique advice column was born from an idea created by some of our online followers. We 
found that we were regularly receiving all types of questions about gaming, movies and Superhero 
lore. So we presented the idea of a Relationship Advice column unlike any other! Introducing: Ask 
Ashley! Next Level found a lady with the best combination of sexy and smart to give the geekiest of 
you fellas a chance to ask a beautiful women about women and what they really want. 


The 
Collector 


My apartment literally looks like that guy from the 40 year old virgin. | have 
been a collector for a long time and | don’t want to get rid of my collection. 
| have a great job that pays well. I’m not a virgin, but I’m not interested in 

keeping my penis wrapped up either. | avoid bringing ladies over because | 


don’t want them to think I’m a man-boy obsessed with toys. The girls | date 
think I’m hiding something and | never get very far with relationships. What 
do |! do? 


- Joseph, Arizona 


Dear Mr. Collector, 


First off, watch your wording. We love that you’re a sexually active geek but that’s exactly why you 
should be keeping your penis “wrapped up.” 


Now, let’s move on to the main issue at hand: your teenage wonderland of an abode. The way | see 
it, you’re a nice guy with at least enough game to get you laid, you’re employed and your hobby (al- 
though a little eccentric) isn’t hurting anyone. Congratulations Joe, you’re a catch! On the downside, 
I'm afraid you’ve got two options. Either you stop being such a wussy and own your interior design, 
or you can use some of that hard earned money from your well-paying job and rent a storage unit. 
You worked hard on that collection and you shouldn’t have to part with it if you 
don’t want to. Do some spring-cleaning and save your collection to one day be 
the contents of your epic man cave. All girls know we can’t step foot in a man 
cave, we’re scared. We’d probably turn to dust or melt, or some other 
commonly held myth of eternal damnation. Big collections like the 
one you’ve built only get creepy when they are cluttered as well as 
being in your living room. 


However, if you go with the former and chose to keep your collection on 
display, | would suggest you give your significant other a heads up before 
bringing her over. Don’t apologize or over explain yourself just 
make a point to bring it up in conversation. That way she’s not iy 
surprised by it when you turn your key and open the door to 
Marvel incorporated. Who knows? She might even like it. You’l| 
never know if you never try. Bottom line: If you like your collection 
enough to keep you from boning in your own bed you should at 


least be proud of it. 
- Cttshley 


Have a Question? Write us on Twitter using #AskAshley or email us at: 
Submit@GeekFantasyMag.com with “Ask Ashley” in the Subject line. 
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EVER WANTED TO 
BE THE HERO% 


Want a great piece of personal artwork? 
Want to give a really unique gift? 


Fan Art Exhibit specializes in the digital 
manipulation and illustration of regular 
people into their favorite Comic Book, 
TV, Movie or Pop Culture character. 


Whoever the person or character, Fan Art 


Exhibit can bring your superhero dreams “Spe amd (Eo site, 
to life. ene. SY 


wang 


AG} 
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CIGAR ad, Sed 
Vives eer Me 
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x iA 
Alexis Cozombolidis of IGN.com a = sy // 
asked to be turned in the ‘Woman of Steel’ Sem A iy wax 
Follower her on Twitter @LetsGetLexi ‘ ‘ 
‘ : 
¥ 3 : 
i 3 = i 
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Regular graphic design and f 
illustration work also available i 


fanartexhibit.com 
fanartex@gmail.com « @fanartexhibit 


COMICS REVIEW 


MARVEL COMICS RE-BRANDS THE RE-BRANDED WITH ALL-NEW MARVEL NOW! 


It’s a new year in the realm of geek, and Marvel has seen fit to grace us with a brand new rebranding of their prior brand new rebranding. HA. 
What better name to call it then...wait for it... All-New Marvel Now! You know, not to be confused with last years Marvel Now. Stay with me kiddies. 

This first week of re-launches and brand new comics brings us: The start of the second year of Hickman’s Avengers conquest with “Avengers 
World”, an “All New X-factor” helmed by the great Peter David, and a surprisingly well executed Natasha solo adventure in “Black Widow.” 


Avengers 
World #1 


Writer: 
Johnathan 
Hickman 


Artist: 
John 
Cassaday 


Geek Grade: 


Okay, | get it...1 already know what you’re 
thinking, even without the word bubble. “An- 
other Avengers comic?” It’s just what | asked 
Santa for, now isn’t it? You are not alone. Thus 
far, only the Brady Bunch has Marvel beat in 
the number of unnecessary siblings! 


All jokes aside, World begins the second 
year of Jonathan Hickman’s control over all 
things Avengers. Surely, Hick’ (Fantastic Four, 
Secret Warriors) and Nick Spencer (Superior 
Foes of Spider-Man) had only one way to go 
with Earth’s Mightiest Heroes after the fallout 
of Infinity..and that was bigger! Spanning 
out of the Avengers’ mother ship storylines 
pre-Infinity, this All-New #1 gives readers a 
more personal and closer-to-home take on 
the Avengers. 


Perhaps the only problem I’ve had with Hick- 
man’s run on the chief Avengers title to date 
has been the galactic level of the scope and 
feel to his stories. While this all sounded quite 
grand in writing, it was fairly easy to get lost 
and unattached to the singular characters — 
especially with a much higher focus on the 
newer. AW tackles this concern, staying Earth 
grounded for continued Avengers adventures. 
With so many members now, those yearning 
for Starbrand stories or Smasher time (and I’d 
like to know who!) can acquire that without 
having to bounce around through so many 
engorged issues. 


Avengers World also offers a mixture of 
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characters from all corners of the Marvel uni- 
verse, an element that continues with this 
second year. The aforementioned Smasher, 
Hyperion and Sunspot once again take the 
spotlight. And, quite agreeable to our wallets, 
Marvel has scaled back the primary Avengers 
title releases to once a month in order to ac- 
commodate World. 


Of course, you wouldn’t call this comic “All- 
New” or slap on a #1 without labeling it “the 
perfect jumping-on point.” Despite “winning” 
the war — because Lord knows they never end 
— there’s a sense of eminent danger despite 
this “victory.” Hickman and Spencer also work 
well together, as the script offers a nice mesh 
of Hick’s denser, more grandeur take on sto- 
rytelling and Spence’s more “every day” lingo. 
The art of AW #1 is quite memorable as well, 
with panel work from Stefano Caselli (Amaz- 
ing Spider-Man) and colors by Frank Martin 
(Thunderbolts). Caselli’s “realistic toon” ap- 
proach to comic art is surely something this 
Marvel Geek loves! There’s a “world” of detail 
and emotion pouring through Caselli’s pen- 
cils, and the way he conveys expression and 
body language is stunning. 


If you’re worried that Avengers World #1 is 
“just another” Avengers book, then don’t be. 
The scope of the stories has shifted back to 
size, offering a dose of necessary terms like 
“fun” and “adventure” back into their Mighty 
playground. So go ahead true believers, give 
this one a whirl. 


X-Factor #1 


ALL-NEW 


FACTOR 


Writer: 
Peter David 


Artist: 
Carmine Di 
Giandomenico 


Geek Grade: 
3.5 


awed by 
SERVALER 
Hn06e | INDUSTRIES 


If you know enough about X-Factor, then 
you're likely a fan of X-Factor - certainly mak- 
ing you a fan of Peter David (or a fan of Alex 
& Sierra, but that isn’t the “X-Factor” we’re 
talking here). David (Captain Marvel, Incred- 
ible Hulk) has blessed us with 30-years in the 
business, which equates to as many super 
heroes as times Deadpool breaks the ‘fourth 
wall”. With two substantial runs on the mu- 
tant detective comic already in the books 
— one lasting for nearly a decade, even — 
there’s no doubt this latest new interpretation 
is in good hands. Too soon though? It’s barely 
been 3-months since David's last one finished. 


All-New X-Factor #1 is “all-new” in more 
ways than just the title. This go around finds 
X-Factor hanging up the trench coat (sorry 
Remy) and P.|. diplomas, rather instead, be- 
coming the first corporate-funded team of 
mutants. Like David’s prior run, of course, this 
team will be a combination of lesser-used “B” 
characters and one more known thief. This 
first issue sees the world from the view of 
fan favorite Gambit (wildly popular, but still 
certainly in need of “the Peter David touch”), 
as he gets scolded one last time by Professor 
Logan. Hey, you’d think with that accent he 
would have gotten the boot long before that! 


In addition to the latest from Gumbo, the 
story also picks up from the Polaris drunken 
end of X-Factor #260, with Lora now the head 
of the new corporate X-team. Future mem- 
bers include speak cunning linguist Doug, 
techno dude Warlock, and a costume wearing 
Danger. 


Although this is yet another title in hopes 
of attracting new readers with the #1, die- 
hard fans of David's run will be pleased to see 
glimpses of lingering questions from the pre- 
vious series. The clean artwork from Carmine 
Di Giandomenico (Spider-Man: Noir, Martin 
Scorsese’s storyboard artist.) is also pretty to 
look at. One scene in particular that caught 
this Apostle’s attention was that of a de- 
stroyed bar, with Remy Lebeau drowning his 
sorrows — nothing but a great use of space 
and facial expressions. Lee Loughridge’s yel- 
low and grays (Batman Adventures, Angel) 


have no problem conveying the sense of an 
all-new team, to boot. 


While Jaime Madrox will be missed (for now, 
anyway), fans of X-Factor old and new should 
have no problem finding a place for this new 
iteration on their pull. While nothing in this 
first ish stuck out like many of the highlights 
from the previous run, how can anyone deny 
the planning of the almighty Peter D? 


Black 
Widow #1 


Agent. Avenger. Assassin. 


Writer: 
Nathan 
Edmondson 


Artist: 
Phil Noto 


Geek Grade: 
45 


Natasha has been.a very, very bad girl! At 
least that’s what Marvel wants us to believe 
for this new solo adventure featuring the sexy 
Black Widow. With her latest solo venture, 
our favorite Avenger fatale sets out to settle 
scores and atone for her prior bad doings. Na- 
than Edmondson (Who is Jake Ellis?) crafts 
this miraculous first issue — “miraculous”, only 
because Edmondson has arguably not broken 
through Marvel just yet — offering both the 
60s-era spy/thriller vioe we're accustomed to 
with our Widow, but an intriguingly modern, 
in-depth take on “Natalia” as well. 


Edmondson answers plenty of skeptics with 


« Available on the 
this #1. A female-led Marvel title that works c App Store 


this side of Captain Marvel, and, by and by, 

his own “breaking out” party. Edmondson has i) Ses 

been helping Marvel with the Ultimate line, ANDROIDAPPON 

but, by the looks of this sweet #1 ish, Black f D> Google play Lil | 
Widow could very well be the next Hawkeye ' = a ee 
comic for 2014 (and we all witnessed how DCS e ee eey 


well that went for Miss Kate Bishop, as well). 
Now why don’t you go take a look and read 
for yourself? 


Experience the 
world’s only 
Geek Fantasy 

Men’s Magazine 

on your digital device! 


WHY? 

Even if you had never read a 
Marvel Comic in your life, you 
can still understand that re- 
branding something that has al- 
ready been rebranded is an odd 
choice. So we ask “why?”. 


The short story...the history re- 
mains lore, but they’ve decided 
to give the readers new “jimp- 
ing on points” in short series’ of 
runs. We are now in “wave 3,” 
the final run: ALL NEW! 


TTT GEEK FANTASY GIRL GF 


We find out what why Miss ee 2014 should be 
wearing her crown at Wizard World too! 


We’re having a hard time not 
trying to bow. We wouldbe 
embarassed by that, but this 
is Geek Fantasy, so we’re not. 
Matter-of-fact, feel honored. 


Perfect! I’m a total Geek at heart. 


Good! That will make this inter- 
view far more enjoyable now 
that the embarassing part is out 
of the way. We know that you’re 
Miss Oregon, but what we don’t 
know is your “royal” connection 
to Wizard World. Tell us! 


| recently filmed a short fan film 
for the video game Splinter Cell. 
Our film Splinter Cell: Extraction 
won the “Sprit of Comic Con” at 
Wizard World this year. We were 
so honored our film was select- 
ed and even more excited that 


we won. Ever since playing the 
female boss role in Splinter Cell: 
Extraction | have been obsessed 
with the video game. 


We tried to rearrange your 
name to spell winner but we 
couldn’t make it work, but that 
doesn’t make us any less im- 
pressed. So what does a geek- 
card holding beauty queen 

do when she’s not rocking the 
crown? 


| work full time in property man- 
agement and real estate devel- 
opment. When I’m not at work 
I’m prepping for Miss USA 2014. 
As Miss Oregon 2014 | spend a 
lot of my time volunteering for 
the Oregon Food Bank and the 
Ronald McDonald House when 
I’m not traveling the state. 


Wow, you’re pretty amazing. 
Geek Fantasy Staff tried to 
come up with who we thought 
your Superhero Dating Match 
would be. We were torn be- 
tween Nick Fury and Command- 
er Maria Hill (if that’s how you 
roll). Were we close? 


| fell in love with Batman when 

| was a little kid. My brother 
dressed up as Batman in his PJs 
every night. Sadly, | had to be 
Robin. | was happy | had a cape. 
Then ... my brother grew out of 
his pjs [So] | inherited them and 
my little sister became Robin. 


Ah Batman, the Dark Knight 
with all the tricks in his belt. He 
does drive the ladies crazy. 


He is a total hunk and has a gad- 
get for everything. | love that he 
doesn’t have a secret power but 
he saves the day time and time 
again. 


Since there is only one Caped 
Cursader, give us some clues 


about what you like in a man. 
We’re hoping we can stand up 
to the task. 


He has to make me laugh. | don’t 
have a lot of free time so when 

| spend it with someone new 

| want to walk away from the 
experience feeling good. A man 
who can hold a conversation 
about more than pop culture, 
who can also make me laugh 
can always have a second date. 


Can’t argue that! Charming 
and funny. We’re hoping a little 
geeky or being on the nerdy 
side won’t hurt. 


| think being a geek isn’t just 
about tech stuff or being glued 
to the computer (which | totally 
am). It is a lifestyle. | believe that 
being a geek is an approach to 
life, one where we dig a little 
deeper, learn more and totally 
obsess over the awesome stuff 
most people over-look. 
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TV REVIEW 


“Doctor Who?” you may ask. That is the age-old question that has 
been asked for over fifty years now. Who is the Doctor? He is an explor- 
er in the most powerful spaceship in the universe, traveling all across 
time and space, righting the wrongs of those in need of justice and 
generally keeping the universe safe. No one knows his name, except 
his wife and she’s not telling. To know his name could rip the universe 
apart. The only name you need to know is Doctor. It’s not just a name; 
it’s a promise, a promise to help, to heal and to spread knowledge and 
understanding. He’s a mercurial alien with unfathomable intelligence, 
curiosity, compassion and wit, as well as an adventurous nature and 
nepotism for Earthlings. He is a mirror image of us- all of mankind's 
fears, hopes and dreams can be seen in one way or another through 
the eyes of this strange Time Lord of Gallifrey. The Doctor is an ever- 
changing character and a reflection of 
the culture that created it with obvious 
inspiration from H.G. Wells. The show 
first aired in the sixties, a tumultuous 
time of change with war in Vietnam, 
women burning bras for equality, Mar- 
tin Luther King marching on Washing- 
ton, The Beatles and the Rolling Stones 
emerging from the U.K., as well as the 
first nuclear reactor and the develop- 
ment of Valium. Doctor Who premiered 
on November 23, 1963 on BBC! with 
the hopes of being a popular, educa- 
tional, sci-fi program for children. Un- 
fortunately, that was also the same day 
of rolling blackouts and the assassi- 
nation of President John F. Kennedy. 
With the death of JFK trumping Doctor 
Who’s premiere, BBC re-aired the ep- 
isode right before the second a week 
later and officially made it a hit with 
audiences. 


Sydney Newman, head of the drama 
department at the British Broadcasting Center, saw a gap between a 
sports showcase and pop music show so he decided a science-fiction 
program would be great filler and a way to gain a family audience. 
A long-time fan of the genre, Newman came up with the idea of a 
time machine bigger on the inside than the outside and the myste- 
rious character that operates it. After the series had been conceived, 
Newman originally approached a couple of producers to oversee it, but 
they all declined. He then decided on his former production assistant, 
Verity Lambert, who had never produced, written or directed before, 
but she readily accepted the offer. As Lambert was the youngest and 
only female drama producer at the BBC, many doubted her abilities 
but she became a success in the role. Even Newman clashed with her 
on occasion, particularly over the addition of the alien Dalek creatures. 
Newman had warned since the fruition of the show that he did not 
want to see any “bug-eyed monsters’, but was appeased when the 
creatures became a huge hit with the kids, creating “Dalekmania”. The 
show was expected to run for a few episodes and fade from memory. 
Even though Doctor Who was growing in popularity, the BBC tried to 
starve the show of resources. The cameras they had to work with were 
bigger than the person operating them. The show was kept prisoner in 
a studio the size of a dorm room. Trying to accomplish ambitious shots 
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THE DOCTOR 


Geek Fantasy takes our readers through 
the history of Doctor Who from the orig- 
ination and development of the series, 


through the many changes of the thir- 
teen doctors and the technology of the 
T.A.R.D.I.S.. Sit back and get a little ed- 
ucation on this BBC classic. And if you 
think you know The Doctor, get ready to 
be suprised! 


written by Ashley Febbo 


like having people run into a phone booth and emerge in a huge control 
room was a difficult task with these conditions. Waris Hussein, who 
directed “An Unearthly Child”, described Studio D at Lime Grove as 
a “ramshackle of a studio” with “cameras taller than the camera men 
who had to shove them around”. The inside of the TARDIS was thrown 
together with what little money they had left in the budget by making 
a hexagonal panel with two buttons and a few blinking lights. A dwin- 
dling budget called for some creativity when creating music and sound 
effects for the show. The theme music was composed by Ron Grainer, 
who also did the music for The Prisoner, and the arrangement and mix- 
ing was by Delia Derbyshire of the BBC Radiophonic Workshops. They 
used electronic oscillators, tape loops and reverse tape effects to cre- 
ate this one-of-a-kind sound. A few pop music versions of the theme 
song have been released over the years, with artists ranging from Pink 
Floyd to The Justified Ancients of Mu Mu scoring #1 hits. 


William Hartnell, the First Doctor, was a physical personification of 
the homogenized BBC at the time. He was a cantankerous, traditional 
Englishman who wasn’t used to the idea of a woman working outside 
the home and he certainly didn’t know what to make of Hussein, an 
East Indian who spoke posh English. It was his sensitive performance 
in This Sporting Life that got him noticed for the role of the Doctor; the 
curtness and subtle warmth that he 
showed in that role made him perfect 
to play the doctor. The first meeting 
with Hartnell did not go over very 
well, but they were not discouraged 
and another meeting persuaded him 
to take the job. Over time, they de- 
veloped a tremendous mutual respect 
for one another while playing the Doc- 
tor changed Hartnell for the better. 
When it came time to shoot the first 
pilot, the whole thing was basically a 
catastrophe. Performances from the 
actors were subpar and nothing went 
right from a technical standpoint. The 
Doctor was intensely unpleasant and 
truthfully a little scary. Susan Fore- 
man, his granddaughter, came off too 
strange and rigid. After the pilot was 
shot, Newman took the producer and 
director out to dinner and said that by 
rights, he should fire them, but instead, 
he gave them a second chance at film- 
ing it. Changes were made, particularly 
to the character of the Doctor. He needed to be softened, but Hussein 
wanted to keep some of his edginess because they wanted the show to 
launch the BBC into a new era. 


a tal 


David Tennant is by far my 
absolute favorite incarnation of 
the Doctor. 


William Hartnell loved playing the Doctor and it became the character 
that he is most regaled for. He later revealed in an interview that he 
took the part because it steered him away from the brusque military 
roles he was usually typecast in. Plus he loved the affection and ad- 
oration he received from his children. Sadly, the actor suffered from 
arteriosclerosis, a hardening of the arteries, which started to affect his 
ability to articulate lines. The producer of the show at the time came 
up with one of the most brilliant ideas | have ever heard to keep a 
show from dying after the lead actor decides to leave. If the Doctor is 
an alien, then he can simply transform himself physically and become 
a new person, allowing the recasting of the role whenever necessary 


for the show. This process is purely a Time Lord thing and occurs when 
one is mortally wounded. (It’s revealed later if a Time Lord regener- 
ates while healthy instead of the brink of death, they can control the 
process.) As a result, the same character has appeared since the be- 
ginning, but the new Doctor’s personality and tastes will give each “re- 
newal” his own unique atmosphere. 


The term regeneration wasn’t even used until Planet of the Spiders 
(1974) when Jon Pertwee turns into the Fourth Doctor, played by Tom 
Baker. Earlier transitions were simply referred to as “rejuvenations” or 
“changes in appearance”. After the Doctor transforms into a new ver- 
sion of himself, and | say new, but he could become younger or older, 
the new Doctor can be erratic and most of the time his memory is slow 
to come back. David Tennant’s first episode, “The Christmas Invasion”, 
he was by all appearance sleeping while the regeneration finished. He 
had to wake up early to save Rose and her family from a killer Christ- 
mas tree and collapsed soon after saying, “| haven’t properly cooked 
yet”. He was also the saddest departure from the show for me. David 
Tennant is by far my absolute favorite incarnation of the Doctor. | cried 
at the conclusion of “The End of Time” when the Tenth Doctor tenta- 
tively says, “I don’t want to go”. With each change, personalities will 
differ but the heroic attributes and selflessness always remain. When 
Peter Capaldi was introduced as the Twelfth Doctor he looked at Clara 
and asked, “Do you know how to drive this thing?” The first transition 
from Hartnell to Troughton was just going to be some boring vampire 
cough move where the Doctor puts his arm over his face and when he 
lowers it, he’s a new person. Shirley Coward, the vision mixer, thought 
that was too anticlimactic and took advantage of a malfunction to the 
mixing desk that overexposed Hartnell’s image to a whiteout, then fad- 
ed the picture back to reveal Troughton. This was yet another revolu- 
tionary and brilliant convention from the Doctor Who team. 


She may be considered 
obsolete by her creators, but to 
the Doctor, she is the most 
beautiful and powerful thing in 
the world and she’s all his. 


As an avid and impatient fan, | do appreciate that when it’s time for a 
new Doctor, the role is symbolically handed-off to the next on-screen. 
The reinvigorated 2005 series, brought back after a 16 year hiatus, 
shows the Ninth Doctor, Christopher Eccleston, already regenerated. 
He doesn’t comment on the circumstances under which he had to 
change, but he does look into a mirror in the premiere episode and 
comments on his new appearance, so it must have happened recently. 
We never actually see the War Doctor transform into the Ninth because 
he was added by the writers later on and Eccleston declined to return 
to shoot it. But McGann came back to reprise his one-time role as the 
Eighth Doctor in a wepisode that was a prequel to the 50th Anniver- 
sary special. The revitalized series practices an explosive regeneration 
now with gold light permeating every feature and having the power 
to destroy an entire Dalek ship. We learn that Time Lords only have 
thirteen regenerations and with the introduction of the War Doctor, 
that made Matt Smith’s character the thirteenth manifestation. Current 
companion Clara Oswald, begged and pleaded with the Time Lords to 
save the Doctor, so they granted him a new cycle of regenerations. This 
plot twist resolves the much discussed problem with the Doctor having 
a limited amount of regeneration, at least in the eyes of the producers. 
And now the show can go on for another fifty years! 


The Doctor wouldn’t be who he is without his lovely and powerful 
bioship, the TARDIS, an acronym for Time and Relative Dimensions in 
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Space. TARDISes are grown from an indigenous species of coral on Gal- 
lifrey and they take a long time to create. They encompass Time Lord 
Technology; their power is derived from an exploding star suspended 
in a permanent state of decay, commonly referred to as the Heart of 
the TARDIS. The Doctor without the TARDIS is like a Dalek without their 
amaranthine need to conquer the universe. It just doesn’t make sense! 
But the TARDIS needs the Doctor just as much as he needs her. 


...[t can telepathically translate 
every language in existence... 


| say her because in the episode “The Doctor’s Wife”, the TARDIS gets 
abruptly transferred to a human body named Idris. When Matt Smith 
asks her what he calls her to confirm her identity, she answers, “Sexy” 
to which he whole-heartedly agrees and retorts, “When we're alone”. 
It has been the common story that this particular TARDIS, a Type 40 
Mark 1 model, was decommissioned and sitting in a museum on Gal- 
lifrey until the Doctor and his granddaughter stole away in it. In the 
same episode, Idris as the TARDIS flirtatiously implies that it was in fact 
she who stole him. When the Doctor and his companion ended up in 
an underwater Russian sub during the Cold War instead of Vegas, she 
showed that there was always a method to her madness. “I may not 
have always taken you where you wanted to go, but | did always take 
you where you needed to”. 


Looks can be deceiving when you first see the TARDIS. The inside and 
the outside exist in separate dimensions, which allow the interior to 
be exceedingly more massive than the exterior. The Doctor’s favorite 
reaction to witness is when someone new sees inside the TARDIS for 
the first time, “It’s bigger on the inside’, unless you’re Clara and you 
say, “It’s smaller on the outside”. This magnificent machine is monster- 
ous, with a four-story library, Olympic-sized swimming pool, a drawing 
room with a fireplace, an observatory, wardrobe, bathroom, a sick bay, 
art gallery, squash courts, sleeping quarters and of course, the Control 
Room. She may be considered obsolete by her creators, but to the Doc- 
tor, she is the most beautiful and powerful thing in the world and she’s 
all his. The TARDIS is comprised of living metal and can re-arrange 
itself to suit the Doctor’s needs, which can make for some fun sets on 
a show. The Doctor’s traveling companions may change, but the one 
constant in his life will always be the TARDIS. They’ve been together for 
almost a century; kindred spirits in their boundless need for adventure 
and exploration. 


On top of being able to travel to any point in time and space, it can 
telepathically translate every language in existence and has the ability 
to blend into its surroundings. When it’s undisguised, it’s just a simple 
looking metal cylinder. The original production team wanted to make 
a spaceship that changed into a seemingly unnoticeable effigy, but 
quickly realized it would be too challenging to build a new ship exterior 
every series. The team explained the lack of change by revealing that 


This fan-intensive review was written by a lovely blonde named Ashley from 
Ohio, USA who grew up on the lore of the comic book world and a passion 
for superheros. It’s clear this proud comic-geek is more-than-qualified to be 
in our pages. We throw an epic Geek Fantasy Welcome to Ashley! 
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the chameleon circuit malfunctioned after the Doctor landed in a junk- 
yard in the sixties. Police boxes were more of acommon sighting during 
that time. The BBC fought and won against the Metropolitan Police for 
the right to register the blue police box as a trademark, since they’d 
been selling merchandise for years without complaint from them. The 
battered blue box has become a quintessential icon of the show; even 
the Doctor said he’s become quite fond of it himself. The presence of 
the police box is never questioned by the common passer-by and goes 
to show you how much of an oblivious and preoccupied species we 
are. It is said that the console is six-sided because it was intended to be 
operated by six pilots, that’s why we see the Doctor constantly moving 
around the controls like a madman when the TARDIS is in flight. She 
never ran more smoothly then in “Journey’s End” when Rose, Martha, 
Sarah Jane, Mickey, Capt. Jack and Doctor manned the wheel. Efforts 


The TARDIS is also extremely durable and can survive almost any 
threat. The doors alone have held up to Ghangis Khan, a Roman army, 
Dalek’s, Cybermen, temperatures over 3000 degrees, pools of acid 
and a drop miles down into Satan’s Pit. It has the ability to create a 
force field and a shield when it feels threatened. In Matt Smith’s final 
episode, “The Name of the Doctor”, the Tardis is shown withstanding 
immense heat, speeds and pressure by being pulled into Trenzalore’s 
atmosphere with no functionality. The only damage we see to the exte- 
rior is a small crack on the glass. Maybe with the newest Doctor, Peter 
Capaldi, the TARDIS will regenerate itself like it sometimes does after 
the Doctor has one of his own. The TARDIS contains Time Lord Technol- 
ogy, why wouldn’t it have the ability to regenerate in desperate times if 
the Doctor can? David Tennant even reacts to the new decorum in the 
50th Anniversary special by contritely saying, “| see you redecorated... 
| don’t like it”. 


TARDIS-like is now a useable term to describe something that looks 
bigger on the inside then its outward appearance implies. The original 
TARDIS model cost a little over seven-hundred dollars to make, while 
an old 1970’s model sold at an in auction in 2005 for over $17,500. 
TARDIS is such a staple of the series that an asteroid discovered in 
1984 was named after it and if you double-click a police box in Google 
maps, you will see a 360 degree view of the most recent model of the 
TARDIS’s console room. Several pop culture references are made to the 


The TARDIS is also extremely durable and can survive almost any 
threat. The doors alone have held up to Ghangis Khan, a Roman 


army, Dalek’s, Cybermen, temperatures over 3000 degrees, pools of 


acid and a drop miles down into Satan’s Pit. It has 


e ability to 


create a force field and a shield when it feels threatened. 


to repair, control, and maintain the TARDIS are often used as amusing 
storylines and sometimes all the old gal needs is a good thump to get 
her going again. The Doctor never read the operator’s manual and was 
most recently said to have been thrown into a supernova for being 
wrong. The sound you hear when the TARDIS lands is actually a set 
of house keys being dragged along the strings of a gutted piano. In 
the show, that whining and groaning sound means the Doctor left the 
brakes on, again. 


Having a time machine means you're more than likely going to meet 
some pretty famous historical figures and maybe even change some- 
thing if possible; it’s okay to save someone who does not directly con- 
tribute to historical events. Although, Watergate is the Doctor’s fault; 
he told President Nixon to record everything in his office because as 
soon as you turn away from the Silence, you forget it. We’ve met Win- 
ston Churchill, Shakespeare, Van Gogh, Hitler, Richard the Lionheart, a 
couple of Queens, Black Beard, Wyatt Earp and Marco Polo. There are 
fixed points of time, events that cannot be changed, no matter what 
you do. The Doctor won’t change who won the Battle of Hastings, but 
he’s very happy to prevent potato-headed clone warriors from cooking 
the entire planet. Supposedly Shakespeare came up with Sonnet 18 in 
inspiration of companion Martha Jones and the episode explains the 
lost play, Love’s Labour’s Won. The exploding volcano of Pompeii had 
to happen in order to save the world from an invading alien race called 
the Pyrovillains. The Doctor and Amy Pond tried to stop Van Gogh from 
committing suicide by showing him how much his was appreciated in 
the future. Tony Curran played an enigmatic and tragic Van Gogh, plus 
he resembles the painter perfectly! The Doctor has also claimed to have 
invented a few things like pasta, a quadrocycle, banana daiquiris and 
Yorkshire pudding. 
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show, i.e. the similar “Inspector Space Time” on the hilarious sitcom 
Community. 


The other perpetual elements in the Doctor’s world are a traveling 
companion and the ultimate interstellar handyman tool. | can’t decide 
what is more important, his sonic screwdriver, which opens any door, 
scans absolutely everything and can pretty much do anything, or a hu- 
man companion? Both are necessary to drive the pace of the show and 
progress the storyline. We can’t have something as silly as a locked 
door holding our hero back. The companion, formally known as the as- 
sistant, is usually a female human who is there to be the Doctor's moral 
compass. The Doctor definitely has a soft spot for us humans, and often 
defends us to extra-terrestrial races that we have offended or are being 
threatened to be taken over by explaining how we’re young, primitive 
apes still figuring things out, but are full of potential. When asked why 
he protects the Earth so whole-heartedly when he is not from here, he 
responds, “No, but I’ve put a lot of work into it”. Maybe he likes us so 
much because we remind him of a primeval version of his own people. 
Amy Pond commented once that the Doctor looked human to which he 
countered, “You look Time Lord!” Since the revival, the companions are 
seen more as the main characters of the show, occupying larger narra- 
tive roles. It has been said numerous times that the Doctor should nev- 
er travel alone. Thinking he’s the last of his kind after the Time War and 
the death of the Master, a clever confidante is exactly what the Doctor 
needs to remind him of his civic duty as protector of the universe. Plus 
there’s no point in witnessing the greatest and most terrifying wonders 
of the galaxies if there’s no one there to share it with you, 


When the series was relaunched in 2005, we find out there was a Time 
War between the Time Lords and the Daleks. It was a devastating war 


that raged on throughout time and space. Millions of countless lives 
were dying endless deaths, as time travel was used by both sides to 
reverse battles that caused massive fatalities. All incarnations of the 
Doctor gathered to save Gallifrey by freezing it in time and removing 
it from the universe, leaving the Daleks to fire upon each other. The 
Time War provides a convenient in-story explanation for any continuity 
errors there might be between the Eighth to Ninth Doctor. Executive 
producer, Steven Moffat, argued that “a TV series which embraces both 
the ideas of parallel universes and the concept of changing time can’t 
have a continuity error - it’s impossible to get it wrong.” Moffat needs 
to take a lesson from the Whoniverse and remember, nothing is impos- 
sible, just improbable. But | doubt he needs to worry, Doctor Who is 
the longest running, highest-rated and greatest resurrected television 
shows of all time. The revamping the series got in 2005 allowed the 
show to reclaim it’s “anyone can join attitude” while still respecting all 
that came before for the hardcore fans. Political, social and economic 
realities are ever-changing, just like the style, feel and storytelling of 
Doctor Who. It’s the unconventional, hilarious, frightening and some- 
times perplexing ability of this offbeat series to show us insight into our 
own time that has kept it persisting through the decades. 


W.W.D.W.D . What Would Doctor Who Do? No, I’m not trying to turn 
the Doctor into the next Buddy Christ, but he is being called to be 
named Britain’s new patron saint. What would Doctor Who do - is a 
question you can ask yourself when faced with a situation you don’t 
understand or feel like you can’t endure. The Doctor would stay the 
course with vigilance, an open mind, and a childlike wonder while yell- 
ing “Alonsy!” or “Geronimo!” Doctor Who takes humanity’s finest quali- 
ties of intelligence, empathy, bravery, perseverance, curiosity, and kind- 
ness in every conceivable direction. | love the way humanity is viewed 
through the Doctor’s eyes; he makes me want to see the world with 
the same kind of wonderment he encompasses. He sees the beauty in 
even the most terrifying creations of the universe and holds onto more 
hope for mankind’s decency than | even give my own species credit for. 
This show doesn’t celebrate combat or single-minded conformity; in 
fact, the Doctor is vehemently against weapons of any kind. The show 
is about the best in mankind; our ingenuity, novelty and the endless 
amount of possibilities that exist when we remain open to them. The 
message of the show is the most important thing. Craig Ferguson, late 
night host, said, “It’s about the triumph of intellect and romance over 
brute force and cynicism’. The show embarks wisdom and so many 
small messages that are still relevant and conducive today, even after 
fifty years. 


The show keeps improving with its 

quality of acting, cinematic effects, 

writing, amazing sets and raising 
the ordinary to extraordinary. 


Doctor Who is the TARDIS with its extrapolator shielding activated, 
it’s practically indestructible. Its quality and popularity protect it from 
having to obey to the standards of television, essentially allowing it to 
become its own living entity. One made-for-TV movie in over fifteen 
years will make any show be forgotten, but thanks to the loyalty and 
devotion of the fans, the series was kept alive through all of the audio 
plays and books. They kept the Doctor’s story going while the building 
blocks were made for its imminent return. | can’t think of any other 
show that started with tin foil robots and wobbly sets that has had the 
impact and staying power of Doctor Who. The show keeps improving 
with its quality of acting, cinematic effects, writing, amazing sets and 
raising the ordinary to extraordinary. What keeps the show strong is 


nll 


always having a fan at the helm. The earlier serials had John Na- 
than-Turner, Peter Davison and Matthew Waterhouse joining the family 
in production and performing roles. In their wake came Russell T. Da- 
vies, Steven Moffat, David Tennant, and Mark Gatiss, all of whom grew 
up on the show. David Tennant knew he wanted to be an actor at the 
age of four when he watched Doctor Who for the first time. A love and 
obsession that even got him in trouble at school when all of his papers 
would be about Doctor Who somehow. The actor even married the 
Fifth Doctor’s (Peter Davison) real life daughter, Georgia Moffet, after 
he met her when she played his on-screen daughter in the episode, 
“The “Doctor's Daughter”. It’s not technically incest, but it is kind of 
weird. (Tennant, you dog!) 


Peter Capaldi has been cast as 
our next Doctor with 
Jenna-Louise Coleman returning 
as his companion... 


This show is a British institution and a key part of their culture, even 
the Queen is a fan. She threw a 50th Anniversary party at the Palace 
and released commemorative stamps with pictures of the Doctors 
and the Daleks. It’s hard to imagine a teenage girl, two inquisitive 
schoolteachers and a grumpy old man with an impossible machine 
would be the start of a legend that would reach over two-hundred 
countries and become an immortal component in science-fiction, 
television drama and British culture. Peter Capaldi has been cast as 
our next Doctor with Jenna-Louise Coleman returning as his com- 
panion and has been said that he will be 100 percent rebel Time Lord. 
I’m very anxious to see what Capaldi does with the character being a 
Who fan through and through. The last two Doctors have been “good 
boyfriend types” but Moffat wants to return to the days when the 
Doctor is mad and difficult. The Who crew are even wearing jackets 
with the original series’ logo on them, reaffirming the show’s return 
of a more classic style. Filming began in January with the series set 
to premiere in the fall. The Paternoster Gang will return with Madame 
Vastra, her wife Jenny Flint and bloodthirsty friend Strax for season 
8. Fans of River song won't have to worry, the show’s not done with 
her yet. There’s not much to say about her without the inevitable 
spoilers. As formidable of a foe as the Weeping Angels are, | don’t 
believe they'll be making a return. It has been rumored that Matt 
Smith recorded one last bit for the new season premiere in the form 
of a phone call to say good-bye to Clara who adored him so. Moffat 
said, “There’s a sort of control freak element to Clara. Now we’re 
going to give her a Doctor who’s not like that at all, who’s a much 
older, fiercer, madder, less reliable Doctor, who leads her a merry 
dance. And she’s trying to keep him secret and she’s now working in 
a school...” The show is very good at keeping secrets itself until the 
airdate. The Christmas special left the show with an empty canvas 
and starts off right after the last regeneration. No matter what the 
future holds for Doctor Who, it has become an international sensation 
and even if its popularity fades again, that funny little blue box will 
always be waiting for us with doors wide open, ready to take us on 
our next adventure. 
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Avengers 
World #1 


Writer: 
Nathan Henry 
Edmondson 


Artist: 
Mitch Gerads 


Geek Grade: 


Frank has set his sights out West! Manifest 
destiny this is not! 


Nathan Edmondson (Black Widow) is on a 
role at the House that Stan built. After a con- 
tinued stellar run on Black Widow, Nathan 
has struck gold again with The Punisher. Ed- 
mondson along with Mitch Geralds (The Ac- 
tivity, Starborn) on panel work have moved 
our favorite Skull wearing vigilante away from 
the Mob infested streets of New York and 
have brought him to the city of Angels for a 
new lease on life with a war on the drug Car- 
tels. 


After the previous Punisher comic run leapt 
into the B movie monster realm a new re- 
branding was much needed for Frank. The 
combination of Nathan and Mitch have inject- 
ed new blood into a tired concept, between 
exceptional storytelling and beautiful panel 
work, The Punisher is a stand out addition to 
the All-new Marvel Now. 


Frank Punishes (PUN intended) with a strong 
5 on the star scale! Pick this up and revisit an 
old friend that has been lacking in great story 
telling for some time! 


MORE ON LOKI 


Wolverine #1 


Writer: 
Paul Cornell 


Artist: 
Ryan Stegman 


Geek Grade: 
3.0 


Not every All-New Marvel release can be a 
hit, and this is a prime example of a rushed 
and pushed through concept with very little 
ingenuity. From a Marvel fan dating back to 
the late 80’s | have seen my fair share of Lo- 
gan make overs, and this stinks of a 90’s bad 
idea. 


The Wolverine has been human (read the 
90’s crossover Fatal Attractions as an exam- 
ple) and there’s a reason it never lasts. What 
makes Wolvie interesting and different is that 
he is the best at what he does and that is him 
being Wolverine. A human in an Iron Man-esc 
costume is not Wolverine. 


| feel bad for what Marvel has given the 
British writer Paul Cornel (Doctor Who, Ac- 
tion Comics) to work with. The one saving 
grace with The Wolverine is the amazing art 
courtesy of Ryan Stegman (The Superior Spi- 
der-man), ink by Mark Morales and colors by 
David Ciriel. This trifecta makes this All-New 
Marvel release one of the most beautiful 
books on the shelves. 


| will come back to see what happens with 
the Superior talks Wolvie will have with the 
Spider next month 


The God of Mischief has been on a rainbow tracked hyper-popular speed train since the 
recent Thor movie and has now garnished an All-New Marvel on-going series. Sure, the series, 
like the first story, a bit forced, but it actually does what past Asgard comics have missed (Sif). 
It gives us an incredibly fun read, and the combination of Ewing/Garbert revitalizes a 
character | wouldn’t normally care two hammers for. 
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LOKI 
Agent of 
Asgard #1 


Writer: 
Al Ewing 


Artist: 
Lee Garbett 


Geek Grade: 
4.5 


The Lord of Lies has finally landed his own 
series with obvious help from a certain Tom 
Hiddleston who played the silver-tongued 
god beautifully on the silver screen. Welcome 
to Loki: Agent of Asgard. A comic promising 
to be chock full of selfishness, sword fighting, 
espionage, maybe a casino heist or two, defi- 
nitely an otter, more speed dating than myself 
on a Friday night, and one hellacious dragon 
fight. And this is all within the next couple of 
months, at least according to the current Loki 
aficionado Al Ewing (Mighty Avengers, Judge 
Dredd) and beautifully delineated by Norse 
art supremo Lee Garbert (X-O Manowar, Dark 
Mists). 


Ewing’s writing not only delivers an excep- 
tional example of an All-New Marvel for new 
readers but also delivers an ending and little 
hints of past comic glory that any aged fan 
will enjoy. 


Overall, this is a story of new beginnings, 
and delivers a fantastic first issue that already 
has me yearning for the next. At first | wasn’t 
too hip on Marvel’s idea of another attempt 
on a Loki book, as Minister Moody will attest, 
but after reading this and the prequel in the 
stand-alone All-New Marvel #1, Ewing has 
made me into a Loki believer. Unlike another 
morally ambiguous book, Black Widow, Loki 
focuses not on dealing with his tarnished past 
but in having it erased from our memories. 


But, as the final page shows, the pointy 
horned past is hard to erase. 


Get to know 
more about 


Mariah. how 
she sleeps 
with Superman 
and brings 
Call of Duty 
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This bedroom theme is palpable, dare we say we can feel the 
texture. Tell us your geeky bedroom buddy. 

| have this weird obsession with Chewbacca. He is just the most 
cuddly thing! Its like a teddy bear | had when | was a kid... but A 
LOT bigger and a lot more hairy! How could you lose? 


You just can’t! Not with that Star Wars reference. Give our 
readers an idea of what you sleep in. 

My ex-boyfriend gave me his old Superman shirt. Its really big 
and | sleep in it. | like the freeness in the shirt. Its like being 
naked but not. Underwear is too tight to sleep in. 


You might be our new best friend! 
I’m the ultimate geek fantasy becuase we can cuddle on the bed 
and play Call of Duty all night! 


We noticed that sizeable tatoo on your back. What’s the story there? 
| have one tattoo on my back that matches with my moms that says 
“Promise to meet you on the other side” It’s a promise to each other. 
| also have a small angel wings on the back of my neck... because why 
not? 


No argument here! We have to ask about your favorite Superhero. Our 
guess is Superman, since you wear him to bed. 

| think it would have to be Superman, for the simple fact that him and 
Ms. Lane had a secret thing. 


Anything else we can expect from your geek side? 
[That] would maybe be my Playstation. And lastly would be my TV. | 
like to watch a lot of cooking shows! 


JUST IN CASE YOU 
COULDN’T READ IT, 
HER TATTOO SAYS: 


“Promise to meet you 
on the other side.” 


XBOX OR PLAYSTATION?: 


DGC OR MARVEL?: 


HEROES OR VILLAINS?: 


STAR WARS OR STAR TREK?: 


MAC OR PC?: 


IMAX OR 830D?: 


iO} MariahHLee @MariahHHLee 
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IF YOU CAN’T BE/ 
ME IN CALL OF 
DUTY, THEN YOU 
PROBABLY CANT 
SLEEP NEXT TO ME 

-INBED. 
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ASSASSIN 


—~CREED NS 
BLACK FLAG 


DOWNLOADABLE CONTENT 


FREEDOM CRY 


~ Lrperation HD 


By now every fan of Assassin’s Creed should have played Black 
Flag. If not, you’re not a true fan and shame on you. That:said, your 
boy just finished a crusade into the hearts of Liberation HD andthe 
Freedom Cry DLC, two “holdover” 
of waiting for the next game in the series to release. | say “hold- 
over” because, although it’s wonderful to take on the reins of an 


ox < 


€,8 


AC titles to stem off the agony 


assassin again — even for a little bit of time — the two additions do 
little more than tease the palate before the main course of the se- 
ries next title. That said, even a small dose of air assassinations can 


LET FREEDOM CRY... 
.. WITH A HAND CANNON 


Assassins Creed |V:Freedom-Cry lets you take 
F control of-Edward Kenway's—quartermaster 
_- Adawale 15-years-after the events of Black 
«=|, Flag. Toting around a Vicious bloodthirsty ma- 
E chete, ‘Wale slices and dices-his way through 
Slavers-and-French soldiersin the colony town 
=|.-of Saint-Domingue;—better known today as 
Haiti.-Fhe-DEC~starts off with our new hero 
~ attacking a Templar ship, killing its Admiral, 
and stealing a package destined for Saint- 
Domingue. After stealing the package, Ad- 
awale’s-ship Victoire sinks in a storm and he 
miraculously washes. ashore on the very is- 
land the package»was destined for. 
Rightfrom the get-go, Adawale sees the 


il 


Ee... 
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ee 


oppression of the enslaved-peoples of Saint- 
Domingue and decides to take a stand. Hav- 
ing escaped the bonds of slavery himself, he 
can’t help but feel the plight of the “Maroon” 
rebels. As an assassin he must try to return to 
his brotherhood, but in the meantime he de- 
cides to have a little fun with the locals. 


In this DLC, money is only good for upgrad- 
ing Adawales ship, the Experto Crede. To get 
all the awesome weapons and pouches you 
have to earn a different kind of currency: RE- 
SPECT! You earn all your weapons (and let 
me tell you, some of them are bad ass...can 
you say hand cannon?) by freeing oppressed 
slaves. You have the opportunity to free small 
numbers of slaves all over, but the biggest 
and most gratifying experience is liberating 


help hold over your withdrawal symptoms until this fall. Hopefully. 


plantations and boarding slave ships. The & 
more you save, the better stuff you unlock: 
The world map in Freedom Cry is roughly 1/6 
the size of the map in Black Flag, but that is 
still saying something when you think of the 
enormity of the game. Unfortunately, there 
was only one town and a few scattered plan- 
tations in the world: The only real reason to 
board your ship was to hunt down. slavers-and 
dive on the ruins of an infamous shipwreck; 
and because, hell, it’s crazy fun to blast ships 
out of the water, especially corrupt French 
slaver ships. = 
But what happened to that package Adawale 
stole? What about hints on the next big As- 
sassin’s Creed location? More on that later... 


we 


cont... & 


THE SMALL EASY 


Whaddya know?! Folks who aren’t 12-years 
old (or who actually purchased a Vita for 
themselves) are now finally able to play 
Liberation. The game is packed with HD 
graphics this time around, giving it a one 
two punch that the PSP just couldn’t create. 
The game lets you take control of Aveline 
de Grandpre, the daughter of a Merchant 
and a slave. Set in New Orleans just a few 
short years before the events of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, Liberation lets you see the 
seedier side of the time period. Aveline can 
take on three “roles” by changing what she is 
wearing, be it the clothes of a highborn lady, 
the rags of a slave, or the infamous cloak 
of the assassin. Each persona has its own 
special abilities and certain missions give you 
a choice of what to wear, thereby changing 
the tactics you have to use to complete the 
mission. The assassin is by far the best at 
combat, but is immediately recognized as a 
threat if seen. The slave lets you have access 
to some of your weapons but also lets you 
be incognito. With the lady you only have 
your hidden blade and a “Blowpipe parasol.” 
The lady can’t even climb, but gains notori- 
ety extremely slow. Using the correct com- 
bination of guises can make the gameplay in- 
teresting and leaves you thinking before each 
mission on what you think you should do. 


— 
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One neat little feature of Liberation is how 
it implements the Chain Kill from the Vita. 
Originally designed to be used with the sys- 
tems touch screen, it allows you to pause the 
game and line up kills when facing multiple 
enemies. Aveline will then dispatch them 
gruesomely and effectively, creating a nice 
little cut scene for your viewing enjoyment. 
Unfortunately, other aspects of the Vita were 
included. For example, in the original game 
there was a puzzle where you had to tilt the 
Vita to try to make a little ball go into a hole 
(remember that game we all played on long 
car rides when we were kids!). When the 
same puzzle was converted to the current 
platforms, you have to control the tilting with 
the control stick. This just sucks and is just ul- 
timately frustrating. 

Although the graphics are great, the size of 
the world is the same as it was on the Vita: 
small. There are only three main areas you 
get to explore and you can get 100 percent 
completion in less than 15 hours. When | say 
100%, | mean finding all the optional objects 
and doing every mission. Don’t let that get 
you down though. If you’re a fan of the series 
it is definitely worth checking out for the 
story alone which is chock full of little bits of 
assassin lore. It answers some questions, and 
leaves many unanswered (something Ubisoft 
is all too known for). 
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NOT EVEN APOLLO... 


The best part of Assassin’s Creed DLC is 
always the hints that get dropped about the 
location and time period of the next game. 
In AC3, Tyranny of King Washington Conner 
talked about how his grandfather Edward 
was a pirate... “But that is a tale for another 
time,” he stated. The same can be said of 
this DLC pack. The hints for the next games 
location “is right in front of your eyes” said 
Ubisoft. So here is the big question... Where, 
and for that matter WHEN, will the next 
game take place? 


There are three rumors floating around 
the Internet that take precedence over 
all the others. These locations are... Drum 
roll please... Egypt, China, and France. All 
of these places were hinted at in the data 
collected by hacking in as a picture of an 
assassin in front of the pyramids, and even 
leaked footage that showed an early proto- 


type believed originally to be a new Prince of 


Persia title. In Freedom Cry you get a Lions 
Head mast-head, a wheel made of slaves’ 
melted chains, and sails depicting breaking 
the bonds of slavery. These hints lead one 
to believe that the next game will take place 
in ancient Egypt, around the time of Moses, 
breaking the chains of the Pharaohs. Ubisoft 
even stated to “Look atthe stars” when you 
look for the clues. The pyramids of Giza line 
up with the constellation Orion’s Belt. Let’s 
be honest, that would make for an AWE- 
SOME game. The thing is, most of the clues 
point to China, and one particular Assassin... 
In Assassin’s Creed Embers DLC, Ezio gives 
Shao Jun a mysterious box, Ezio says that 

it “may be of use one day” and asks Shao 

to open it “only if she loses her way.” The 
small box... the small package... coincidence 
anyone? In the data collected from hacking, 


we learned that was the inventor of the Rope 


Dart. Also, there were references to Assas- 
sin’s Creed: Rising Phoenix. Could Shao Jun 
be the Chinese phoenix? There was also a 
reference to an Assassins Guild in China that 
was eliminated by the Templars. Could they 
have missed one, maybe the great female 
Chinese Assassin, who then goes ona quest 
of vengeance and retribution? 


Or will it be set in France? Adawale’s ship 
the Victoire seems to point to the daughter 
of King Louis XV of France. She lived from 
1733 - 1799. That’s when the French revolu- 
tion happened people! That would easily fit 
into an Assassin’s Creed title. Add the fact 
that Freedom Cry was all about fighting the 
French and Liberation HD happened in the 
French colony of New Orleans. Talk about 
right in front of your face, eh Ubisoft! 
Ubisoft has stated that there will be a 


conclusion for the Assassins Creed genre. 
With so many games already released, how 
many more can there possibly be before all 
of our questions are answered? What did 
Ezio give Shao Jun? What was in the package 
Adawale stole? Where will it all end? As of 
right now all of this is just rumor, but the 
evidence is there. Where and whenever the 
next game takes place, let’s just say this fan 
can’t wait to sink his hidden blades into some 
Templar scum (The bad ones, not the good 
Templar like your boy). 
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EPIC 


DC Universe 


JUSTICE LEAGUE: WAR 


DC Entertainment Releases their Latest Justice League Animated Feature 


RELEASE: February 14, 2014 


It’s been six months since Man of Steel 
was crumbling box offices worldwide, so 
it wouldn’t be a shock if there are plenty of 
fans jonesing for more from the house not 
owned by Disney. So, throwing solo efforts 
aside — like Warner Bros has thus far with the 
Superman sequel — DC decides to keep the 
fangirl-and-boys from mobbing the animated 
division as well with a feature on the entire 
group. 


Justice League: War is based on the com- 
ic book created by a couple of guys you may 
have heard of: Geoff Johns and Jim Lee. In- 
spired by the first 6 issues of their New 52 
Justice League, this War features Super- 
man (Alan Tudyk), Batman (Jason O’ Mara), 
Wonder Woman (Michelle Monaghan), Flash 
(Christopher Gorham), Green Lantern (Justin 
Kirk), Shazam (Sean Astin), and Cyborg (She- 
mar Moore). While Shazam takes the place of 
Aquaman from the comic book, it has since 
been revealed that the King of Atlantis will in- 
deed make waves in the next JLA movie. So 
calm down, purists! Curry will get his time to 
represent. 


And why would all these mighty heroes need 
to unite? To fight a supervillain named Dark- 
seid (Steve Blum). An intergalactic wormhole 
has been opened so Darkseid can funnel in a 
crazy and damn ugly group of cyborg aliens 
to take over the planet. | think that’s what 
they are. Can anyone tell what those damn 
things actually are?! 


What makes this JL film different from previ- 
ous incarnations is the fact that this time out, 
none of the superheroes have met previously. 
With that, War offers the freshness and origi- 
nality of discovering these characters all over 
again. Some join quite harmoniously to battle 
the threat before them, and others...well, let’s 
just Say it’s a good thing there’s a crap load of 
aliens to kill! 


Despite the majority of the movie showcas- 
ing an all-out battle, all of our heroes are 


NEW XELEASE 


AWESOME — 


~ COOL - 


PG-13 


given significant “screen time” to display their 
powers. One of the feature’s most pleasant 
surprises was the abundant amount of hu- 
mor. Of course I’m referring to the continued 
“out-dicking” of Green Lantern and Batman. 
The sarcastic wit of the writing team allows 
these otherwise frat boy moments to play out 
enjoyably Wonder Woman has the naivety of 
a little girl in a giant playground, where ev- 
erything is just new and amazing as she tears 
through aliens with her sword. 


MOVIE STATS 


Director: Jay Oliva 

Writer: Heath Corson 

Staring: Alan Tudyk, Michelle Monaghan, 
Shemar Moore, Sean Astin, Christopher 
Gorham 

Number of Discs: 2 

Studio: Warner Home Video 

Running Time: 79 minutes 


VERDICT: It’s fun and will leave you hoping 
for more. Plus the emphasis on continuity 
will be much loved, as it has been missing 
lately in the DC animated world. 


War is not as dire or as vicious as Flashpoint, 
but the movie does have its share of serious 
moments. Cyborg‘s origin story in particular 
— with young Victor having to deal with a ne- 
glectful father who appears more interested 
in science than his son — is quite sad. And de- 
spite the fact everyone and their mama knows 
the deal, you'll still feel for Bruce when he re- 
veals his grim reasoning for fighting crime. 


With Justice League: War taking the lead- 
off spot in DC’s new series of animated mov- 
ies, there’s no question I'll be looking at the 
next movie to steal second base. There was 
a pure delight in seeing all of these crazy he- 
roes on the same screen that took me back to 
the feeling of waking up early on a Saturday 
so that | wouldn’t miss a second of “JLA.” Ex- 
cept now, we have Rudy a.k.a. Raphael a.k.a. 
Samwise Gangee having us all spouting out: 
SHAZAM! 


MOVIE REVIEW [Ir] 


’ WEAK ’ PAINFUL - 


But that’s not all. Geek Fantasy Magazine 
also had the pleasure of checking out a pan- 
el following a JL: War screening at The Paley 
Center for Media. Much of the film’s voice cast 
participated in the panel, including Moore 
(Cyborg), Gorham (Flash), Blum (Darkseid), 
and Thomas (Desaad). The filmmakers were 
represented as well, with director Jay Oliva, 
producer James Tucker, screenwriter Heath 
Corson, dialogue director Andrea Romano, 
and character designer Phil Bourassa all in 
attendance 


Tucker spoke about the continuity of the new 
DC animated films, with War as the first of 
the “new animated universe with these DTVs 
(Direct to Video).” Tucker continued saying 
“We'll be doing a JLA and then a Batman. The 
same Batman you see here will be in the next 
Batman movie. So there is going to be con- 
tinuity. And from here on, hopefully we’ll be 
doing in-continuity movies with each other.” 
Oliva capped off those sentiments with some 
gushing about his new film’s pacing; “This 
was my Independence Day. One night of just 
balls-to-wall type action.” 


“Since this is the first time all these [super- 
heroes] come together — and they are all re- 
ally new in their careers — it became about 
their weaknesses more than their strengths. 
There’s good, there’s bad, and there’s ugly, 
as we see in all the different dynamics,” said 
Corson. 


“Who’s going to be able to play a 10-year old 
boy in a 25-year old’s body? Sean Astin!” half- 
joked Romano, on casting Sean Astin to play 
Billy Batson a.k.a. Shazam. Gorham, who was 
cast as The Flash, spoke highly of Romano 
saying "[Romano] makes you feel comfort- 
able to play. So you’re able to relax and you’re 
able to improvise. She'll tell you if it’s working, 
since she knows what she wants.” 


“lam humbled to be here. It was the funnest 
and scariest thing | ever did. But it got me so 
out of my comfort zone — and | loved that. | 
would love to do this again,” Moore (Cyborg) 
said, while continuing later, “I like that there 
is a human quality to all these stories. It’s not 
just a bunch of bad asses kicking ass; there is 
a story of where they came from, how they 
got here and what their responsibilities are.” 
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CAOIMHE 
QUINN 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY BRADLEY HENDERSON 


Belfast, Northern Ireland 
Nightclub DJ 
Instagram: @caoimhequinn 


We love to feature International Geek 
Fantasy Girls! Way to represent for 
Ireland! Let’s get things started with 
your geek card. What are your top 
credentials? 


| was a devoted Doctor Who lover before 
Matt Smith. | have the entire box sets 
from when Christopher Eccelstine and 
David Tennent played The Doctor. | 
dreamed of being someone’s Rose! 


We’re betting your favorite Superhero 
isn’t the average choice. Are we right? 


CHARACTER 


| WANT, 
Storm. She is damn fierce, no other TO LET 
explanation required. ME BECOME 
_|MY ‘ATER-EGO’. 


You definitely seem like a lady who 
doesn’t mind standing out and letting 
her geek flag fly! 


| recently changed my hair (nothing nei 
there) so it’s now white like Kida from 
Atlantis. | guess it looks a little cosplay 
but | love it because nobody else has | 
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WE DEFINITELY 
NOTICE YOUR 
TATTOOS. GIVE US 
THE STORY! 


| have a tattoo of 
a swallow on my 
left hip that | got 
with my best friend 


when | was 16 and 
another tattoo of a 
Celtic knot/barbed 
wire garter and bow 
around my right 
thigh. There are many 
more planned for the 
future though. 


CAOIMHE GIVES GEEK FANTASY 
READERS A FEW SOUND BITE HINTS 
ABOUT WHAT IT TAKES TO BE HER 
LEADING MAN. 


“Cl like) broad shoulders, good teeth 
(and) someone who doesn’t care 
what others think.” 


“If a guy can beat me at pool, the 
relationship is over.” 


“Il love a cheeky chap, someone who 
can tease but doesn’t take it too far; 
a guy who puts in the effort to get a 
smile from me. However, if you tickle 
me, you are asking for war.” 


BOX OR PLAYSTATION?: 
MN used to the 


anntrols to swi | 


DC OR MARVEL?: 
bC for their dassic Cody 
on their racters.| ma 


fan of Greek maythology so D 
racers appeal to me more. 


STAR WARS OR STAR TREK?: 


| definitely prefer Star Trek but | mm alt for the 
wnion of fans, | won t hate On Star Wars. 


MAG OR PG?: 
Defi ritoly ac. \here ign ta day that | don't 
use my Wachook, PA or (Phone. | m an apple addict! 


IMAX OR 30?: 


4D its just too novel 


GIVE US THREE THINGS YOU CAN'T 
LIVE WITHOUT: 


= ‘ny Dd} equipment (font touch) 
~The Big Bang Theory 
2 ‘ny Mocks of fantastical ly cofourfid socks 
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Experience the 
world’s only 
Geek Fantasy 


Men’s Magazine 
a your digital device! 
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NEW XELEASE 


AWESOME — 


~ COOL - 


THE LEGO MOVIE | 


Not just Another Brick in the Wall... 


RELEASE: February 7, 2014 


You know, after The Dark Knight back in 
2008, | was wondering when Warner Bros. 
was going to release the next great Batman 
movie. Well the wait is finally over! The LEGO 
Movie is the best movie featuring Batman in 
years! (And from the looks of it, the only good 
movie featuring Batman for the foreseeable 
future). 


But let’s start with the other, more significant 
character: Emmet Brickowski! The opening 
scenes of the film are what make up most of 
the trailer, Emmet (voiced by Guardians of the 
Galaxy‘s Chris Platt) doing “jumping jacks”, 
paying $37 for coffee, and absolutely loving 
everything about everything. The trailer does 
a fantastic job of setting up the type of humor 
you can expect throughout the entire movie. 


Emmet’s whole characterization is being so 
plain, boring, and unoriginal. He even goes to 
great lengths to fit in and make friends. But 
Em happens to blend in so well, that even his 
yellow, generic-faced “friends” don’t even re- 
alize it when he’s gone. For someone who’s 
that overly optimistic, with no original per- 
sonality, he carries the movie pretty damn 
well. 


(Peter Quill/Star Lord this Emmet is not.) 


If The LEGO Movie does a great job at any- 
thing, it’s inappropriate juxtaposition; they 
show something very serious, important, or 
dramatic, and then immediately show the 
most ridiculous, silly, and hilarious thing in 
their next breathe. It keeps the viewer on 
their toes, so the movie never takes itself too 
seriously, but it also has enough drama to bal- 
ance out all the outlandish scenes, and move 
the plot forward. And they bring the silly pret- 
ty hard. 


Speaking of drama, I’ve played a few LEGO 
video games, and was expecting a lot of the 
tired old “things just fall apart” schtick, and 
the movie to just rely on that for humor. For- 
tunately, | was very wrong! Quite the 


Quite the opposite, actually. There is a lot 
of very quick building done by all the “mas- 
ter builder” characters in the film. And they 
all take things falling apart very seriously. In 
fact, there is one point in the movie where a 
certain character is essentially decapitated 
(which for a kid’s movie | thought was kind of 
dark, but they pulled it off!), and afterwards 
was considered “dead” for the remainder of 
the movie... 


MOVIE STATS 


Director: Phil Lord, Christopher Miller 
Writer: Dan Hageman, Kavin Hageman 
Staring: Wi// Arnett, Elizabeth Banks, 
Alison Brie, Will Ferrell, Morgan Freeman 
and Jonah Hill 

Studio: Warner Brothers 

Running Time: /00 minutes 


VERDICT: The LEGO Movie is a genuine 
good time for all audiences. Name another 
movie where Batman jumps off a pirate 
ship to party with Han Solo on the Millen- 
nium Falcon? 


In the rules of this movie’s world, these little 
LEGO characters are mortal!! They can die!! It 
makes the danger in their whole mission just 
that more serious, and makes you want to 
root for these characters even more. 


Oh, and don’t get me started on the visual 
effects. Explosions, steam, water, smoke, and 
anything else they have to represent using 
only Legos, the effects are absolutely beau- 
tiful. Even though these elements are made 
with little rectangular blocks, they could not 
look more fluid and realistic. 


Will Ferrell is the main antagonist of the film, 
and actually plays a bigger role than you’d ex- 
pect. So if you’re a Will Ferrell fan, you won’t 
be disappointed...ouuuut, | won’t get into that 
to avoid anything too spoilery. 


The movie does include Batman - perhaps 


MOVIE REVIEW [Xie] 


’ WEAK ’ PAINFUL 


the prime reason Geek Fantasy’s resident 
DC Know-it-all is reviewing this in the first 
place — and Will Arnett does an awesome 


job bringing this parody of the character to 


life. LEGO Movie’s Batman has the personal- 
ity of a narcissistic jock, talking himself up, 
not wasting his time with things that aren’t 
bat-themed, or dark. While urgently building 
a submarine, Batman still has his priorities 
straight, and calls out: “Give me all the black 
pieces; | only work in black. And in some cas- 
es, very, very dark gray.” 


Also making an appearance is the rest of the 
Justice League, although they play very minor 
roles. Jonah Hill plays an extremely annoy- 
ing Green Lantern that bugs the crap out of 
Superman (voiced by Channing Tatum), the 
comic relief for this comedy (which is pret- 
ty impressive, considering all the non-stop 
laughs going on!) Wonder Woman, makes a 
few appearances spouting out lines like: “To 
the invisible jet! .... Dang it!”, and The Flash is 
on screen for... well, for a flash. 


The rest of the supporting cast includes Eliza- 
beth Banks as Wyldstyle (which is a ridiculous 
name, but after watching the movie, even that 
makes sense), Morgan Freeman as Vitruvius, 
the wise, blind guru of the film who’s amazing 
voice is reason enough to head to the theater. 
Alison Brie as Unikitty, a combination of a uni- 
corn anda kitty, which is probably my favorite 
character in the movie... don’t judge me. 


One of the coolest feats in the film is watch- 
ing Liam Neeson play both Good Cop/Bad 
Cop. Seriously, | had no idea Good Cop’s voice 
can come out of such a bad-ass man. None 
of the characters are one-dimensional either, 
all presenting great motive, awareness of con- 
sequences, and development throughout the 
film, which is a lot to ask for of a “kid’s movie”. 


The LEGO Movie is a genuine good time for all 
audiences. | haven’t spoke with anyone who 
hasn't really enjoyed it. | originally went in not 
expecting much, but could not stop laugh- 
ing the entire time. And if this review doesn’t 
convince you, maybe this will: Name another 
movie where Batman jumps off a pirate ship 
to party with Han Solo on the Millennium Fal- 
con? Nuff Said. 
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GF ceex FANTASY GIRL 


VICTORIA VERTUGA 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN DEFIORA 


Los Angeles, California 
Actress 


Instagram: @victoriavertuga 


Blond hair, blue eyes and all nerd? Tell us more! 
lam incredibly cerebral, | have a voracious appetite 
for knowledge and reading. 


Were you one of those really nerdy kids in school? 
| skipped 6th grade. The IQ test | had to take in 
order to [skip]. [It] got me accepted into MENSA. 
lam an endless encyclopedia of music lyrics and 
movie quotes. | much prefer reading actual books 
to tablets. | snort when | laugh. 


Perfect! The snort is like icing on the cake toa 
perfect nerdy lady. We know even the nerds have 
a favorite superhero. Do tell us! 

| like superheroes that use their own intelligence 
and means to become great instead of having a 
gift they were born with or an event that gave 
them powers. | find Batman’s back story fascinat- 
ing and | like his grittiness. Plus, a man in a black 
suit is just sexy. 


THIS XBOX OR PLAYSTATION?: 


Xbox. lt was my first Serivus 


oR console and | stif{ love it 


DC OR MARVEL?: 


Th AT DC. Batman iS my favorite. 


HEROES OR VILLANS?: 


Horves. | stiff root for the good guys: 


STAR WARS OR STAR TREK?: 


Star Trek. Better outfits. 


MAG OR PC?: 


A like tobe able to trod my campucter. 


ANIME OR COSPLAY?: 


Cosplay. Live and in the flosh iS $0 funl 


WARDROBE BY KISS ME DEADLY | HAIR / MUA NINA ANGELA FOJAS 
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The series that has become an international phenomenon is Sherlock. 
It’s a contemporary crime drama adaptation of the original written 
stories by author Sir Arthur Conon Doyle, created by long time best 
friends Mark Gatiss and Steven Moffat. They had been talking about 
what Sherlock Holmes would be like in a modern day setting since they 
were children, but it was Moffat’s wife who finally gave him that last 
nudge to stop talking about it and just do it already! This is just one 
of those times we have to give 
it up to the ladies; she definitely 
had it right. Sherlock is about a 
zealous superhero in a modern 
world who is an arrogant, bril- 
liant sleuth driven by a desire to 
demonstrate how much more in- 
genious he is than everyone else 
around him while catching bad 
bad guys simultaneously. 

The first time the world got a chance to meet the “consulting detec- 
tive” Sherlock Holmes was in the story A Study in Scarlet published in 
1887, which Doyle sold for about forty bucks. The second novel, The 
Sign of the Four was printed in 1890 but the books didn’t grow in pop- 
ularity until the first series of short stories were published in The Strand 
Magazine a year later, starting with A Scandal in Bohemia. There have 
been a total of four novels and fifty-six short stories covering a period 
between 1880 and 1914. The character Sherlock Holmes was inspired 
by incredible minds that Doyle had met throughout his studies at Ed- 
inburgh. It was here that Doyle studied medicine and began to write 
short stories. His first muse was Dr. Joseph Bell, a surgeon at the Royal 
Infirmary for whom Doyle worked as a clerk. Dr. Bell would draw out- 
landish conclusions from the smallest observations. The second inspi- 
ration was Sir Henry Littlejohn who served as Police Surgeon, providing 
a link between medical investigation and the detection of crime that 
would inspire the character Sherlock Holmes. Dr. Bell would later write 
to his former assistant, “You are yourself Sherlock Holmes”, reminding 
him that he created the character, so there must some of himself in Mr. 
Holmes. Doyle is also very similar to his other character, Dr. Watson, 
being they are both war doctors. Doyle volunteered at Longman Field 
Hospital and even published The War in South Africa, which explained 
and justified the Uk’s role in the Boer War. Spread the word that gueril- 
la warfare is cool and King Edward VII knights you. 


Sir Doyle was a real-life Sherlock himself when he investigated closed 
cases that led to two men being exonerated. He was also a strong be- 
liever in the supernatural and even had Sherlock and Co. check out 
quite a few “haunted” houses in his stories. Sir Doyle was a member 
of The Ghost Society and believed in the authenticity of the Five Cot- 
tingley Fairies photograph, which was proven a hoax decades later. For 
a man who created a character with pure logical thinking, it seemed 
unlikely he would be so spiritual and strong believer in the supernatural 
in real life. | believe it was Doyle’s friendship with Houdini that made 
the famous detective not only a “deductionist” and scientific investi- 
gator, but also a master of disguise, illusion and escape. Doyle foiled 
hundreds of mysteries in his stories and yet was so gullible and easily 
fooled by charlatans in his real life. Julius and Agnes Zancig had the au- 
thor believing they had true psychic abilities, only to write about their 
fraudulent enterprises years later. He may have been easily fooled then, 


wrong! 1 ' 
wrong! wrong! wrong! 


but there is a story that he was allegedly the creator of a famous de- 
ception himself, one that fooled the scientific community for over forty 
years. Richard Milner, an American historian of science, claimed that 
Doyle created a counterfeit hominid fossil to get back at the scientific 
establishments for discrediting one of his favorite psychics. It is said, 
but not proven, that the story The Lost World contains cryptic clues to 
his involvement. Guess we'll never know if Doyle really faked that fossil 
or not. Draw your own conclusions. 


Transferring such a well-known character with a rich history to the 21st 
century has been attempted many times over and yet a difficult task. 
Whenever a well-known and classic piece of literature is being trans- 
ferred to the screen, you have to respect the past while embracing the 
future. | think Moffat and Gatiss did a beautiful job bringing this mer- 
curial man back to an audience who remembers him and an entire new 


Whenever a well-known and classic piece of literature is being transferred 
to the screen, you have to respect the past while embracing the future. I 


think Moffat and Gatiss did a beautiful job bringing this mercurial man 
back to an audience who remembers him and an entire new generation 
who have yet to meet Sherlock Holmes. 


generation who have yet to meet Sherlock Holmes. It is only suiting to 
have two men, who are fanatical and reverent fans, create a television 
series that they, themselves would obsess over watching. Once Moffat 
and Gatiss drafted the script, the next step was finding the perfect ac- 
tor to play this complex detective. After a viewing of Atonement, they 
immediately thought Benedict Cumberbatch, Ben to his friends, would 
be a perfect Sherlock. The script for the pilot episode, A Study in Pink, 
was never sent to another actor and after a cold reading, it was clear 
there was no other choice. He is utterly credible as a high-functioning 
sociopath that lives entirely in his cerebellum. Now for the first time, 
the actor playing Sherlock Holmes has a more bizarre name than the 
character. With the perfect Sherlock locked down, the search for a sim- 
ilarly perfect Dr. John Watson was on! Matt Smith actually auditioned 
for the part, but was turned down for coming off as too “barmy”. 

[ | had to look up what that means and its British slang for crazy or ec- 
centric. ] He wasn’t sad for long, for soon after he was cast as the elev- 
enth Doctor in the BBC’s Doctor Who and yes, bowties are kind of cool. 


Eventually they happened on Martin Freeman to do a reading with 
Benedict. The chemistry was palpable between the two from the get 
go. Freeman gives a refreshing take on the “every man” character and 
compliments his maniac flat mate very well. Playing true to the orig- 
inal character, Watson is still a practical assistant, a lookout, an occa- 
sional accomplice, returning war hero, right-hand man and Sherlock’s 
personal moral compass. Watson also remains the chronicler of their 
adventures, trading a journal for an online blog (very clever). Sherlock 
has his own website, “The Science of Deduction”, but no one wants to 
read about over 200 different kinds of tobacco ash. Excuse me, | meant 
243. Only having three episodes per season means that character de- 
velopment and relationships have to mature at an accelerated rate, but 
the friendship Sherlock and Watson have feels natural nonetheless. You 
can truly see how genuine it is in A Scandal in Belgravia, when Sherlock 
and Watson are sitting in Buckingham Palace, laughing hysterically at 
how Sherlock is wearing nothing but a bed sheet. Another favorite was 
in Season 3’s The Sign of Three when the boys go to investigate a ghost 
boyfriend after getting absolutely smashed for John’s stag party. Even 
his deductions were drunk! “Sofa, leather, sitty thing, sleeeeeep...” It 
was fun to see Sherlock inebriated because you sometimes forget he’s 
even human. 


The original Sherlock character was rarely seen without a tobacco 
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pipe and regularly used cocaine to help him focus during a case. But 
thanks to FCC regulations and the general condemnation of showing 
habitual drug use before 9 p.m., Sherlock is living the sober life. His 
sobriety is a more prominent in the narrative of the American televi- 
sion version of Sherlock Holmes: Elementary. In a world of lung can- 
cer and bans on smoking in public venues, the old character would 
create a “poisonous atmosphere” of carcinogens and would not be 
welcome in the present day. The current Sherlock will have to suffice 
with nicotine patches, three if necessary. Even heroes have their vices. 
Sherlock may be “on the side of the angels” but he has never fancied 
himself a virtuous man and admonishes John for holding him in such 
high regard. “lf heroes did exist, | wouldn’t be one of them.” Other 
obviously necessary changes the creators made were the updates that 
come with the introduction of modern technology. Sherlock was al- 
ways a character that utilized every tool he had around him so it only 
makes sense that he would have computer skills beyond the average 
torrent downloader. In the first episode, he was able to mass-text an 
entire room of cameramen, reporters and police officers with the word 
“wrong” every time they answered a question, which was a perfect 
introduction to two of Sherlock’s favorite past times: pointing out the 
ignorance of those around him, especially members of the police force 
and of course, showing off. Posting text messages and script from 
computer screens across the mise-en-scéne emphasizes we're in the 
present day, looks cool and saves time from having to do any pesky 
cutaway shots to cell phone screens. The character Sherlock has always 
had a flair of showmanship and will prepare elaborate traps to capture 
and expose a culprit, if only to impress Watson or Inspector Lestrade, 
like the lonely guy going after the head cheerleader’s approval. Sher- 
lock may have some innate moral sense, but he possesses supercilious, 
egotistical qualities that we normally associate with villains. Like a bad 
guy, Sherlock is willing to lie, manipulate and exploit those around him 
when his plan requires it. A fine example would be his fake proposal to 
Janine in season 3 just to gain access to Magnussen’s office. She made 
out all right in the end, making a lot of money on selling fake tabloids 
of her relationship with Sherlock and saying she bought a gorgeous 
house in Sussex, but needs to get rid of the beehives. (In the original 
story, His Last Bow, Holmes retires to a farm and takes up beekeeping 
as a hobby.) It could’ve been much worse, suggesting to the tabloids 
that he was terrible in bed and had a tiny knob. He’s lucky she “knows 
how he really is” thusly forgiving him, but not without the loss of her 
friendship all together. 


Baker Street. 
Come at once 
if convenient. 


If inconvenient, 
come anyway. 


could be dangerous 
SH 


Mark Gatiss plays a superb Mycroft Holmes; his character is still a 
walking database to everything government. In this version of Sher- 
lock, he is the most powerful figure in British government, second only 
to the Queen. Even in the books, Mycroft’s character was described as 
being even more gifted at observation and deduction than Sherlock, 
but lacked his brother’s will and drive. Poor Molly, played by Louise 
Brealey, is full of unrequited love for Sherlock and so easily dismissed 
by him. But she does have full access to labs and a morgue of fresh 
corpses for Sherlock to beat with a riding crop, so she does become an 
instrumental part of the team. | love what they did with Mrs. Hudson, 
played by the Rowntree Chocolate Girl herself, Una Stubbs. She’s the 
landlady and motherly figure to the boys who used to be a stripper, 
married to a drug lord and is still an occasional marijuana user. 


TV REVIEW 


Speaking of anti-heroes, it’s time to talk about Moriarty, the delicious- 
ly devious criminal mastermind that is Sherlock’s ultimate nemesis; the 
Joker to his Batman. Moriarty is typically a dull and very posh villain, 
but this new series has given him a maniacal flair that captivates and 
terrifies the new audiences. We can excuse Sherlock’s callousness be- 
cause in the end, his intentions are pure, but Moriarty is just plain di- 
abolical. He threatens Sherlock and everyone he cares about because 
he’s bored and in need of a distraction. Since Sherlock will begin shoot- 
ing a wall when he gets bored, these two seem truly made for each 
other. Moriarty gives Sherlock his purpose in life and shows where he 
could’ve ended up had he used his powers for evil. Andrew Scott plays 
the part of a narcissist, manipulative, psychopathic puppet master to a 
tee. My favorite scene of his is in The Reinenbach Fall, when he dances 
with a fire extinguisher to classical music before smashing a display 
case containing the crowned jewels. Adorning them before police ar- 
rive, with a casual elegance he states, “No rush”. His coquettish and 
tremulous delivery of the line, “I will burn the heart out of you” at the 
end season 1 sent chills down my spine. His lack of fear for punishment, 
unpredictable disregard for his mortality and his complete indifference 
for anyone but himself makes Moriarty a volatile enemy and a delecta- 
ble devil indeed. 


Sherlock can be an outright git, but that’s only 
because he doesn’t see the point in wasting 
precious time with niceties; he doesn’t see 


caring as an advantage. 


Another scrumptious mischief-maker would be Irene Adler, played 
by the stunning Lara Pulver. She’s the one puzzle Sherlock has nev- 
er been able to figure out. As complicated and complex as Sherlock’s 
mind might be, his heart is even more of a mystery, even to himself. Is 
that where the attraction lies? That she’s an enigma to him? But it’s not 
one-sided as Irene’s attracted to him as well - “Brainy is the new sexy”. 
The original character was a retired American opera singer/actress who 
had pictures of herself with a King that were of a salacious manner. The 
first thing Moffat wanted to change about her character was to make 
her a dominatrix, a fine choice | might ass, | mean add. She still uses her 
possession of delicate and valuable information as a means to secure 
her protection, but she does it as a stimulating British posh with a whip. 
Sherlock calls her The Woman because she is the irrefutable epitome 
of the entire female race; no one else will ever compare. Irene only 
appeared in one episode in season 2 and in a brief cameo in season 
3’s The Sign of Three but I’d like to think the creators of Sherlock could 
bring her back in a future season. 


There are a few other light discrepancies between the books and 
BBC’s Sherlock, one main point being Sherlock’s homeless network. In 
the books he used a gang of street orphans he called the “Baker Street 
Irregulars” as messengers and gatherers of information. In a world of 
posts and tweets, homeless children as messengers is just so 19th cen- 
tury. We never met Sherlock’s parents in the original stories so their 
introduction on the show, played by Benedict’s real-life folks was a fun 
change. Watson is taken aback by how ordinary they are to which Sher- 
lock replies, “It’s my cross to bear.” 

cont... 


MARCH 2014 ¢ GEEK FANTASY 33 


) w REVIEW 


a | 


One main point the creators found necessary to keep, from the orig- 
inal stories, and rightly so, was the 221B Baker Street address, even 
though in a modern address, only the main number would be posted 
on the building and letters on the interior doors with corresponding 
buzzers. But | wouldn’t bother ringing Sherlock’s doorbell anyway; it’s 
more than likely to be in the freezer for making too much noise. The 
show couldn’t be filmed on the actual Baker Street since there were 
too many Sherlock Holmes tourist attractions to cover up. The heart of 
downtown London was picked and provides a rich plethora of locations 
to shoot. Plus the boys look their best surrounded by the shiny, metal- 
lic, modern world of London. | especially love the shots of the famous 
Gherkin building in The Blind Banker. As much as the BBC loved the pi- 
lot episode, A Study in Pink, it cost over million dollars to make, so they 
signed off on three 90-minute episodes instead. As much as Moffat 
and Gatiss had planned on a six-episode season, doing only three was 
a blessing in disguise. Doing only three meant they could all be viewed 
as individual films in their own right. They’re an hour and a half long, 
so they have to have the feel, look, style and pace of an actual movie. 
Following the overwhelming success of the first season, the smaller 
amount of episodes allowed for a more flexible filming schedule since 
Freeman’s and Cumberbatch’s film roles were blowing up and Moffat 
still has his commitment to directing Doctor Who. Moffat stated in an 
interview that if he had to choose, he would pick Sherlock over Doctor 
Who. He calls Doctor Who his daytime job but dammit, as a Doctor 
Who fan, | don’t want someone directing the new season whose heart 
just isn’t into it anymore! Mark has offered to take over duties, but Ste- 
ven’s under contract, so his ass is stuck for now. 


LAZARUS 
LAZARUS IS GO 


| am very appreciative of how the camera has become a character 
in itself on the show. For the first time, we get to see how Sherlock 
views the world. In the original works there are only two stories in 
which Sherlock is the narrator instead of John, The Lion’s Mane and 
The Blanched Soldier. The text overlapping the screen with fast cutting 
close-ups of objects, body parts and pieces of clothing is a great tool 
to convey a lot of information in a short amount of time, showing how 
quickly and efficiently his mind works. Sherlock enthusiasts have spec- 
ulated that he may have Asperger’s Syndrome based on his extreme 
attention to detail, lack of personal relationships and his tendency to 
speak in lengthy monologues. Jury is out on that one. 


Sherlock can be an outright git, but that’s only because he doesn’t see 
the point in wasting precious time with niceties; he doesn’t see caring 
as an advantage. “What is it like in your funny little brains? It must be 
so boring.” Can you say superiority complex? He may come off as a 
champion prick but he does show subtle insecurities in his cravings 
for attention all while seemingly resisting recognition. John spends 
the first episode in awe of Sherlock’s deduction abilities, calling them 
“amazing” and “truly remarkable” to which Sherlock looks moderately 
puzzled stating “that’s not what people normally say.” Watson asks, 
“What do people normally say?,” to which Sherlock replies, “Piss off.” 
In the beginning, | think Sherlock may have needed a roommate but 
what he really needed was a witness to his genius. 


Sherlock’s practical nature causes him to see his brain as a hard drive 
with limited data memory so he must only retain knowledge he deems 
useful in the solving of crime. Sherlock never bothers to learn who the 
current Prime Minister is or that the Earth revolves around the Sun, 
practically standard knowledge for most. At any point he can retract 
into his “mind palace”, a memory storage technique that when uti- 
lized, means a person can never truly forget anything. Throughout the 
series, Sherlock delves into his “mind palace,” with accompanied er- 
ratic gestures and seemingly random twitches. He recalls any and all 
superficially arbitrary memories to piece together the answers to his 
crime puzzle. With the help of computer graphics, the audience can see 
Sherlock’s “mind palace” come to life, animating his movements with 
words, illustrations, and light across the screen. 


“Get out. I need to go to my mind palace.” 


- SH 


There have been many questions regarding the sexuality of Sherlock 
and his implied virginity. The original stories were written during a sex- 
ually oppressed time when it was scandalous for a woman to show 
her ankles in public and if anyone thought two men spending so much 
time together made them gay, no one was going to say it out loud. 
There has been a practical joke going on in the series where Sherlock 
and John are usually assumed to be a gay couple. They don’t fight, 
they have “domestics”. Mrs. Hudson especially is a perpetrator of the 
theory and couldn’t believe it when John said he was getting married, 
and to a woman! John blatantly told Irene Adler that he wasn’t gay, to 
which she replied, “But | am and look at us.” Curiously, John has had 
many girlfriends throughout the series, so the “gay” question seems 
to derive from Sherlock’s a-sexual character more than John’s. John 
and Sherlock have a purely plutonic friendship but they do genuine- 
ly love one-another. As for Irene, after Sherlock shows her just how 
big his brain is, says “ | would have you right here on this desk until 
you begged for mercy twice.” Not only were Sherlock and Watson 
stunned into silence, I’m pretty sure the audience was too. “I’ve never 
begged for mercy in my life,” Sherlock replies to which Irene retorts, “ 
Twice.” lrene’s character may be a lesbian but her strong attraction to 
Sherlock’s “big brain” makes their relationship sexually palpable and 
perhaps in a future season, potentially physical. 


I’m not hungry, let’s have dinner. 


Bored in a hotel. Join me. Let’s have 
dinner. 


| can see tower bridge and the moon from 
my room. Work out where | am and join 
me. 


IA 


In a world of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, the people of this great 
world now have more power of speech than they could possibly “poke” 
in a lifetime. Of course we use it mainly for downloading, “selfies”, pic- 
tures of food, animals, nut shot videos and voicing our never-ending 
opinions of popular culture. Gatiss and Moffat decided to use the in- 
ter-fandom of their show to their advantage, redefining the relation- 
ship that fans have with their favorite programs. The only power fans 
have had in the past is raising or lowering the ratings, which would fac- 
tor into whether another season of a show was commissioned or not. 
The use of websites and social media have changed the way in which a 
show is viewed and discussed, as well as offering interactive 
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communication between the fans, creators and performers. In writing 
The Empty Hearse, Gatiss seemed even more blog-aware than the pre- 
vious season. There was much Internet chatter and theories thrown 
around about how Sherlock faked his own death at the end of season 
2. There was a running gag throughout the season 3 opener that used 
theories of squash balls, hypnotism, and crazy stunts to show recog- 
nition and pay homage to the overwhelming fan base of the show. My 
favorite by far was the homoerotic charged theory where we see Mori- 
arty and Sherlock almost lock lips. The only danger of breaking down 
that fourth wall and making the viewer part of the show is that the writ- 
ing could become skewed to the smallest audience. Similar to how the 
Doctor overcame his limited amount of regenerations, how Sherlock 
cheated death felt a bit like a chat room for the obsessives. Both Ga- 
tiss and Moffat have spoken about the influence the massive Sherlock 
fandom could have in skewing the writing to appease the masses, and 
insist that they will remain true to their original intentions of writing a 
show that they would themselves be fans of. 


Sherlock explained to Anderson how he fooled the world, but Ander- 
son still saw holes in the story, contemplating why Sherlock would go 
to him, of all people, to tell the truth. That leaves the entire audience 
wondering exactly how Sherlock did it. Let’s face it, as the audience, no 
explanation will ever be good enough for us. When Doyle wrote The 
Adventures of the Empty House, he explained that it was actually Mori- 
arty that fell over the Reichenbach Falls and that Sherlock had used his 
knowledge of a type of wrestling to throw him over the edge. Appar- 
ently Doyle didn’t want to write any more Sherlock stories so he killed 
him off. But like the avid fans of today, they just wouldn’t relent, so he 
wrote The Hounds of Baskerville in 1901, which technically occurred 
before The Final Problem but he was resurrected two years for new 
adventures. The circumstances of his death are unknown. The original 
character remains a great inspiration for forensic science in literature, 
particularly for the way his acute study of small clues at a crime scene 
figure out the precise sequence of events. Handwriting analysis, finger- 
prints, boot prints and ballistics were all in their infancy when Doyle be- 
gan writing about them. Sherlock Holmes is the only fictional character 
to receive an Honorary Fellowship from the Royal Society of Chemistry. 


He may come off as a champion prick but 
he does show subtle insecurities in his 


cravings for attention all while 
seemingly resisiting recognition. 


The creators of Sherlock are still working on Doctor Who and | feel like 
the two franchises are merging inadvertently. Although there has al- 
ways been an overlap between these two characters - both are ratioci- 
native, mercurial, eccentric, megalomaniacs who either literally or met- 
aphorically come from another planet. When Cumberbatch showed up 
at a restaurant disguised as a French waiter to surprise Watson that he 
wasn’t dead, although he played it wonderfully, the whole scene felt 
a bit Whovian to me. The smugness felt closer to the natural acting 
register of David Tennant than Benedict’s normal, darker, drier style. 
But if you really want to see a fun mash-up, go online and search for 
“Wholock”. It’s a combination of Sherlock and Doctor Who footage 
done almost flawlessly by a fan with too much time on their hands who 
wanted to see what it would be like if Sherlock and the Doctor actually 
met. Fans are hopeful that the producers will actually do an episode 
where the two meet, but since Sherlock is a fictional character and 
the Doctor travels through time, not made-up worlds, | doubt the two 
shall meet. Maybe when Cumberbatch’s growing movie career makes 
him completely unavailable to Sherlock, Moffat can just give him the 
ability to regenerate into a new character. | think Tennant would be an 
excellent choice! 


TV REVIEW 


( 


The major problem this show has is coordinating everyone’s sched- 
ules. Martin is busy doing Hobbit and FX’s new Fargo series. Moffat 
has Doctor Who and Cumberbatch is currently filming a few projects 
including one where he plays Col. Percival Fawcett, the legendary ex- 
plorer who went in search of an ancient civilization in the Amazon and 
never returned. If you need to whet your appetite in the meantime, you 
can go to Sherlock’s homepage, “The Science of Deduction”(yes it’s 
real) or read John Watson’s real online blog. It features events from the 
show in the form of puzzles and case summaries. There are also blogs 
about unseen cases that are not featured in the show, like Hat-Man 
& Robin and Death by Twitter, often with comments from characters. 
You can even read Molly’s diary, which | can only imagine is covered 
in pictures of hearts, test tubes and has Mrs. Molly Holmes written a 
thousand times across it. You can buy the official companion book to 
the series, Sherlock the Casebook by Guy Adams. Check out the manga 
adaptation of the series in Japan and download the app, “Sherlock: 
The Network”. There is even talk about a theme park supposedly being 
developed in Portsmouth, Hampshire, England which will feature holo- 
grams, re-enactments of famous plots and will have many tie-ins with 
the legacy of the character. 


“Did you miss me?” 


Vehemently! 


Sherlock is by far my favorite re-imagining of the character to date. 
Critics must agree because the show has been nominated for numer- 
ous awards including the BAFTA’s, Emmy’s and the Golden Globe’s, 
winning several across a variety of categories. But what does the fu- 
ture hold for Sherlock? Moffat and Gatiss already have Series 4 and 
5 planned out and are “keen to continue”. The biggest question the 
fans are left with now is did Moriarty fake his death? Is he really dead? 
There are plenty of videos you can look up that point out tiny clues as 
to how Moriarty fooled Sherlock. They say he had his eyes closed when 
the gun went off, the blood spilled from the back of the head when he 
shot through the top of his skull and when Moriarty falls back, the gun 
isn’t in his hand, but | think that’s just a continuity error and this isn’t 
the type of show that can show brain matter. Many are speculating 
that Richard Brook is a real person because he was right-handed while 
Moriarty was left-handed, so it must be Richard Brook posing as Mori- 
arty. | think that’s ridiculous and Moriarty’s dead. He shot himself in the 
mouth and I’m not sure even Gatiss could write him out of that without 
making him Jesus. But the creators said in an interview that Moriarty’s 
character has been planned out since season 2 and is very much still a 
part of the bigger picture, so | don’t have a clue how they would res- 
urrect his character. Another option is his brother, also named James 
Moriarty. Maybe we’ve never met the real Professor Moriarty, since the 
true Moriarty was named so. “Did you miss me?” Vehemently! In the 
vain of John’s parting words at Sherlock’s gravestone, “Stop being 
dead” Moriarty, “just stop it”. I’m sure the new season will feature the 
Watson family with their newest addition, hinting that the baby might 
be female. | would love to see Sherlock change a diaper or deduce how 
an infant is feeling. | know we all have a long, arduous wait ahead of us 
before any new Sherlock episodes premiere, but just breathe and we'll 
all get through this together. It will be well worth the wait. 

- wink and smile - 
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INTERVIEW 


GF How does it feel to be the variant cover of the first Geek Fantasy release? 

LM _— Fantastic! (in my best “Doctor who” accent). 

GF What is your secret geek fantasy? 

LM To have my very own BatCave. 

GF Great choice! Tell us you process in making your Black Widow Cosplay? 

LM There was a movie screening coming up for the “ Avengers’ and | was asked to attend, 
so | showed some spirit. | made a catsuit, found a beautiful wig (at the screening my 
hair was red at the time), some foam, hotglue, and paint for my arm weaponry, and 
add a Gun. Oh and my inner Russian Assassin. 


GF When did you first discover Black Widow? 


LM I’ve seen her mentioned in other comics | read through the years but never really 


* noticed her til “the Avengers” so I’m still learning her. 


GF Captain America: The Winter Soldier movie release is fast approaching. What are your 
feltclalsta 


LM Maybe I'll bring out that ol’ black widow costume ;) 


GF Now that’s a plan! How do you think Black Widow and Captain America will work 
together in this next installment? 


LM _ | think they will do well, maybe some differences and conflicts of course. You have 
your new school high tech versus old school. They both have something interesting 
to bring to the table. [Maybe] Black widow and Capitian American [will] run off in the 
sunset together.... no I’m just kidding... | can’t wait to see it! 


GF What are your Comic Con plans for 2014? 


LM | will be [a] Cosplay Guest at Comicpalooza (in May) and Alamo City Comic Con 
(Sept) so far. 


GF Are there any Cosplay outfits you are planning to debut? 


LM __Psylocke, as well as a few others. 


STAR WARS OR STAR TREK?: 
MAC OR PG?: 


DIGITAL OR PRINT?: 
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Try Before You Buy! 


BUY 


This is the place to be for fun 

and games. We love making new 

friends and honoring old ones. 

So get to know our site and our 

stores and become a part of the 

Play N Trade family. Come by and 
we will see you soon! 


TRADE IN 


You can join the iNsiders Club, 
book private parties and events 
for your and friends. Get to know 
your local Play N Trade family 
owned and operated store. 


REPAIRS 


Be sure to check out our new 
services like console and all elec- 
tronic device repair needs, disc 
salvage and restoration, used 
and new games rentals, console 
rentals, in-store tournaments 
and events, and so much more! 


@ TM 
VIDEO GAMES 


12925 N. DALE MABRY HIGHWAY 


TAMPA FL 35618 


PHONE: (813) 269-7529 
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THESGAPTAIN 


There are a variety of Marvel Universe movies coming out this yee 
we consider it our Geeky duty to find out all of ke 
favorite upcoming movies. Seeing as how t 
Captain America: The Winter Soldier, we de 
little digging and find as many rumors and sp 


We understand that this isn’t standard fair. There are so many 
movie releases we wish were more vague with their 
trailer and movie-clip choices, but since this is the 
second installment and many of us have read several 
of the comics and are well versed in the lore, we 
figured it was our job to not only review the 
history of Mr. Rogers’ comic past but to give 
some heavy fan-speculation on exactly what 
should and probably shouldn’t happen 
next. And why not? So instead of seein 
this as a search for spoilers, lets 
consider this a time to 
those childhood St 


a bit to see who w 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY Pablo B 
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CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER 


WARNING: SPOILERS 


We don’t plan to completely ruin the movie for you. In fact, we can’t. 
Boy would we love to gloat about how we’ve seen it but... we can’t. We 
are merely speculating based on the comics of Captain America, the first 
release of Captain America: The First Avenger, and sneek previews that 
aes have been leaking out across the Internet. Are you ready? Final warning. 
a Ok here we go! 


One of the main twists is the identity of the Winter Soldier character, 
which to the real comic geeks is no big surprise. Bucky Barnes, last seen 
falling to his doom off a train in The First Avenger, makes a not-so trium- 
phant return as the Winter Soldier, a Soviet assassin similarly enhanced 
to Captain America. After he and Captain America were presumed dead 
following a missile explosion at the end of World War II, Bucky was 
found by Russian General Vasily Karpov. Due to the explosion, Bucky 
suffered brain damage and amnesia on top of losing his left arm. The 
scientists attached a bionic arm and upgraded it with the latest in tech. 
We’re not sure exactly what points of the comic history this film will be 
hitting, but atleast you have the backstory. Along with assassinations, 
The Winter Soldier also had a brief relationship with The Black Widow, 
a relationship that will be explored in the movie! We doubt a hot-and- 
heavy sexy scene will emerge but here’s hoping. Eventually, Captain 
America confronts him and helps him regain his memories and over- 
come the Russian brainwashing. We assume this event will be featured 
in the movie. In the comics, after Captain America is shot and presumed 
dead, Bucky takes up the shield and the name Captain America in Steve 
Rogers’ absence. 


a 


This will probably be the BIGGEST spoiler we reveal so if you were 
unsure about seeing something that could take you away from your 
movie-going experience, this is your last warning! There have been 
reports that the soundtrack includes a track titled “Alexander Pierce is 
be Red Skull”. The track itself is only three seconds long and there is 

Onfirmation that the Pierce reference is Alexander Pierce, portrayed 
Redford on screen. Alexander Pierce was never one of the 
‘comics. Transversely, he was an integral part of Nick 
en S.H.I.E.L.D was taken over by The Deltites (artificially 
Uplicates of human beings). More evidence to Redford’s char- 
inging to the dark side comes from an interview with the actor 
where he states: “I like the idea of playing a villain... | did that 
because it’s a different thing for me to do.” We've all seen the trailer 
e Redford as Pierce says, “To build a better world, it means tearing 
e old one down.” What kind of line is that for one of the good guys?! 
But... trailers are historically deceiving and this is a difference medium, 
so anything is possible. 


Recently, Marvel showed a preview of the first 10 minutes of footage 
from The Winter Soldier to a small audience at a fan screening along 
with an all new One-shot titled “All Hail the King”. In these ten minutes 
we see Steve Rogers training with Sam Wilson before the arrival of the 
Black Widow ina sick black sports car. After a brief talk with Fury, Cap 
free-dives out of a plane into the ocean and then proceeds to take out 
a deck full of mercenaries. During the clip, we saw the Marvel comedy 
that we expect and a ton of action that we all have been begging for. 
Hope you enjoyed our tease and make sure you grab your tickets to see 
Captain America: The Winter Soldier at your local cinema. Excelsior! 


RELEASE DATE 


APRIL 4, 2014 
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GEEK FANTASY PRESENTS 


TONY STARK’S 
GARAGE 


Rear apron was designed with front 
LED daytime running lights and an 
integrated carbon diffuser. 


“With the 
“Sir-Maybach-Project” 
we wanted to show 
that the Maybach 
is certainly a very 
attractive car for 
self-drive and have 
therefore given 
the vehicle more 
sportiness”. 


Toby Knight, 
founder of 
KNIGHT LUXURY INC 


4-pipe sports exhaust system with 
valve control and Rennkats that 
gives the 712 horsepower. 


Behind an ergonomically shaped sport 
steering wheel with red Kederrand is the 
veiled black and white carbon leather 
dashboard is eye-catching. While the 
inside of the doors, foot space and door 
sills have to be content with diamond 
stitching, the KNIGHT logo is additional- 
ly embroidered on the seats, the center 
console and the floor mats. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY Jordi Miranda 


White Pinstripes, reflector-stripes in black 
and custom-built logos on the hub covers 
put the dot onto the i before the Pirelli 
tires in 285/30 R24 are fitted all around. 


28 Parts were replaced by counterparts 
in white carbon in the interior and 39 
parts now shine in black carbon. 

It features personalized door knobs 
with screen printing logos, custom paint 
of the interior trim in black-red, tinted 
glass of the side windows and rear win- 
dow, and four door sill plates, each with 
a special logo... the list goes on! 


Bonnet and boot lid are made 
from ultra-lightweight, high- 
strength carbon as well as the 
engine cover and air filter boxes. 


The wheel rim stars 
are carbon-finished 
and painted, while the 
wheel beds are black 
powder coated. 


Fully integrated with Apple devices in 
the entertainment system including: an 
Apple TV module and two iPads with an 
Apple keyboard in the rear, directly con- 
nected to the Command system. In addi- 
tion to a rear-view camera, a dashboard 
camera is installed. Also integrated are a 
mobile LTE wireless module and a GPS 
tracking module. Hello, Jarvis! 


KNIGHTS 


Refining Automotive Luxury 


_US-Tel, a Fabs 42 3671 Tel. 4a 9 9 (O)I7 767 5544 


LET JUSTICE BE DONE 
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BECOME THE 
SUPERHERO 


Want a great piece 
of personal artwork? 

Want to give a really 

unique gift? 


; Fan Art Exhibit 
‘ specializes in 
the elfelie) 
manipulation 
| and illustration 
of regular — 
people into — 


Alexis Cozombolidis 
of IGN.com 


Ly NA > 3 
<S EXHIBIT; . 


fanartexhibit. com: t 
fanartex@gmail: com * @fanartexhibit 


mn... 


FASHION.& SWIMWEAR PHOTOGRAPHER 


KYLE@KYLEGOLDIE.com 


